Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




600067488$ 





i 



THB 

FAMILIES 

OF 

OWEN AND DE MONTFORT^ 



A TALB. 



', > 



Printed by J. Darling, Leadenhall-Strect, London. 







r'f 



•f= 



t ■ « 



. V, 



THE 



OF 



• 

Owen and JDe Montfort, 



r«#«««>»^^. 



CHAPTER I. 

W HEN the wounded were stripped, 
and nothing remained to be done, Cuth- 
b«t gave the signal for departure: he 
ordered the eyes dF the prisoner to be 
darkened, and gave him to be led by- 
two of the band to the robbers' retreat ; 
and ELenry felt that fortune had reserved 
liim for a more cruel fate than death. 
Wheni hi^ eyes were unbound, he found 
himself in a hcdlow cave, whose walls 
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were glistening with damp, and reflect- 
ed a variety of lights from the torches 
that were carried to and fro by the rob- 
bers. Every voice that spoke in this, 
dismal abode resounded in hoarse mur- 
murs through the echoing roof. 

They placed him bound upon the floor, 
whilst they proceeded to examine their 
«caoty spoil, the richest pprtion of which 
consisted in the splendid badges of lady 
Margaret's livery, which they had torn 
from her wounded servants. Confusion 
and discord reigned around, for this had 
been a night of disaster, and they all 
awaited the return of Bertram with san- 
guine expectation. 

Henry, who was now left alone, but 
within hearing of all that passed, was as 
sanguine too ; he felt that he could pa^ 
tiently yield himself to his situation, 

ieould 
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could he but hear of lady Margaret's se- 
curity, and he watched with eagerness 
every approaching noise. At length 
voices overhead and the trampling of 
horses were distinctly heard; the well- 
known signal was given, a party was 
admitted, and Henry's heart sunk with- 
in lum when he distinctly heard the 
ishout of triumph advancing. New rob- 
bers entered, loaded with booty; plea- 
sure glared in their eyes, as they were 
received with a loud shout of joy by 
their comrades, who hurried them away 
to the storehouse of spoils. At a little 
distance he beheld one of their number 
standing over the mangled body of his 
unhappy victim, and dragging it by the 
clotted hair of its gory head to a place 
of concealment in the cavern. 

But he did not long endure this sick- 

B 2 ening 
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ening suspense: as they approached 
nearer^ be discovered this was yet an- 
other gang, who were boasting over 
their superior good luck in having way- 
laid a group of itinerant dealers, who 
were passing along the road to some 
fair: these ruffians boasted of their easy 
eonquest, and although not headed by 
one of their leaders, they had, without 
loss on their part, gained a complete 
victory, and Iwought off rich spoil. The 
dead body Henry had seen so unfeeling- 
ly dragged away was one of. these un- 
&trtunate travellers. 

They now busily employed themselves 
in visiting their own wounded. Their 
leader Cuthbert, who had merely fainted 
from the violent and sudden effusion of 
. blood, felt little further inconvenience 
from his wounds which was a mere cut ; 

and 
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and Henry was astonished at the kind 
and gentle care which he evinced fot his 
comrades, who were severely hurt, and 
still naore when he beheld men who 
seemed to riot in their lust of cruelty, 
and make their dreadful boast of blood- 
shied and death — to see such men in all 
things submitting to the guidance of 
tl^r leader; and patiently and tenderly 
ministering to the wants of the sick* 

In this department of the cavern all 
was kept silent and still; and it was at 
the further extremity that the bluster- 
ing vehemence of noisy revelry, or the 
violent altercation of angry spirits, arose; 
and it was pretty much between these 
extreme points of the cavern that Henry 
was situated ; he was alike within hear- 
ing of the roar of mirth and the voice of 
pain, and it was dreadful to hear the 

B 3 horrid 
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horrid imprecations and oaths with which 
the wounded expressed their sufferings^^ 
Soon he heard a gentle whistle from 
without, and a small party silently ad- 
mitted. Two men passed before hira 
bearing a third between them, and by 
the torch that glared upon his form, he 
recognized the harsh features of that 
man who had broken through his guard 
in pursuit of lady Margaret It was a 
goodly sight that blessed Henry's eyes, 
to see this party enter wounded and 
without spoil ; and he now blessed Pro- 
vidence for sparing such a valued life as 
the countess of Richmond, and appoint- 
ing him to be the happy instrument of 
her escape. He soon gathered from the 
vpices around him the disastrous con- 
clusion of Bertram's adventure, and he 
made ho doubt the blood which was 

spilt 
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spilt in lady Margaret's defence was that 
of the gallant Austin. 

It was long before confusion ceased 
amongst the robbers, and in the mean- 
time no one approached Henry — he 
seemed forgotten amongst them: but 
to meditate escape was vain; he knew 
not the situation of the outlet, or its 
means of security; he was surrounded 
on all sides by the gang, and he was 
bound: patience and resignation were 
the only remedies he could apply, and 
lady Margaret's escape his only comfort. 
At length he saw Cuthbert coming forth 
from the place where they had carried 
Bertram, and as he passed he drew from 
his bosom a rugged horn, and blew such 
a blast as soon summoned one of the 
gang into his presence.— r." Prepare for 
supper^" said Cuthbert ; " see that the 

B 4 wounded 
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wounded are served, and take the pri^ 
soner to his dungeon." Fortunately for 
Henry, the latter part c^ this injunction 
was for the present dekycd, and all 
thoughts engrossed by the present care0 
for supper. 

Upon hearing the sound of the horn,, 
whose meaning was weQ understood by- 
all, the robbers began to collect from* all 
parts into the farther end erf* the cavern^ 
where they again let loose the noisy 
roar of rilraldry and brutal mirth. 

The supper shortly appeared : it was^^ 
borne by a figure whose scanty and fil- 
thy garments pronounced her to be a^ 
female, but who had in her own appear- 
ance long lost every trace of the gentler 
sex; she was mascuUne in her height 
and form ; her black hair was scarcely 
confined by the tattered remnants of lier 

headdress. 
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hteddress^ but broke through at every 
interval the holes a£P(Hded, and feU in 
matted locks upon her shoulders; her 
features were sharp and prominent ; her 
face bora, no longer the hectic glow of 
health, but the bloatedness of disease 
aiid the crimson flush that ever paints 
Hie visage of a drunkard ; her dress, such 
as it was, hung^ in rude disorder, and 
scarcely covered the demands of decert* 
cy ; but modesty and herself had long 
parted company, if indeed they had ever 
been acquainted, atid the coarse and prO' 
fligate habits of her associates had har^f 
dened her to the lowest pitch of female 
degradation. 

The repast she had prepared consisted 
of the dried flesh of a bullock, which 
wag usually gorged by the robbers in 
that raw state, to strengthen their mus« 

b5 cles, 
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des, confirm their courage, and add fe- 
rodty to their savage habits ; this, with 
coarse bread and plenty of spirituous 
and other intoxicating liquors, com- 
pleted their repast. It was served by 
this handmaid of the graces, who seem- 
ed perfectly caQous to the harsh treat- 
ment she endured ; sometimes she was 
received with an embrace, sometimes 
she submitted to a kick or a curse, as 
happened to suit the humour of the 
ruffian who bestowed it — all was receiv- 
ed with the same apathy, the same har- 
dened and hopeless endurance of evil. 
But at length her spirit was roused ; for 
as one of them grasped her more rudely 
than the rest, she resisted his attack, 
when he bestowed on her a push which 
?en t ber reeling to th^ wall. Upon this 
she turned, and placing her two hands 

upon 
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upon her hips in the menacing attitude 
of a virago, she exclaimed — ** St. Jerome 
defend me ! am I to be used like a dog 
by such a cur as thou art ? By St. Peter, 
thou shalt have as good as thou bringest ! 
I'll teach these nails to drink thy blood, 
and these teeth shall taste thy flesh, 
and—" 

Here she was interrupted by the rude 
violator of her chastity.—" Peace, wo- 
man !'* said he, " or thy body shall suf- 
fer for thy tongue. Dares such a poor 
mongreL thing as thou art rail at me ?— 
I'll teach thy stubborn soul to bend to 
our sovereign will and pleasure, or else 
chastisement such as thou deserv'st shall 
be thy lot." 

As she knew the threat was as easily 
executed as proposed, she was preparing 
to ^neak off from the encounter, when 

b6 Cuthbert, 
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Cuthbert, hearing the uproar, inquired 
the cause, and instantly sided with the 
injured damsel. Such strong protection 
induced her once more to indulge her 
tongue with full liberty of speech; the 
grossest epithets, the coarsest threatii> 
were liberally bestowed upon her foe; 
for whilst she was supported by the arm 
of Cuthbert, sh6 felt herself invulnerable, 
and it was the kind determination of 
that leader to exalt her this night to the 
unusual honour of sharing his bed. 

As the gentle pair retired for this pur- 
pose, they passed the spot where Henry 
still remained. Some meat and bread 
had been thrown to him, and liquor 
placed by his side, but it remained un- 
tasted before him.-r" What — who have 
we here ?" said Cuthbert upon observing 
him ; tlien looking at him more narrow^ 
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fy^ he relaxed his brow and continued—^ 
^ I recognize you as my foe, and a gal^ 
lant foe too. If you were my prisoner 
I'd trust you here — ^you should not see 
yon dreary dungeon ; but you are Ber* 
tram's property : he gave the order long 
since for your removal; 'tis well he is 
not here to notice the disobedience.— 
Here, Guy, attend, and see you to it j 
and prithee, young mah^ cheer up—be 
not fearful— no harm shall molest you ; 
I know Bertram means well for you* 
In the meantime, your lodging will be 
rather among the dismals^ but you are 
s^e there ; and to-mo^ow you shall see, 
your preserver, for such he was." 

During this discourse Madge was not 
idle ; it was long s^nce her eyes had feast- 
ed upon the form of mild and manly 
beauty : struck with the exquisite sweet- 
ness 
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ness which mingled with the dejection 
of Henry, she endeavoured to arrange 
her dress, bind up her falling tresses, 
and assume her coyest aspect; but all 
failed of attraction, and she secretly de- 
termined, as she moved off with her 
companion, to array herself on the mor- 
row in her best attire, and captivate this 
noble gentleman. 

A couple of robbers with torches now 
summoned Henry to arise and follow 
them : he followed them accordingly, 
till they came to a narrow crevice in the 
rock, through which they coidd only 
pass one at a time ; they then unbound 
him, and bid him descend a ladder, 
which when he had done, they drew it 
up after him, and disappeared with their 
lights the same way they came. 

It was now that H^enry felt himself 

most 
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most C30mpletely in their power : he was 
let down into the middle of a deep pit, 
which seemed a natural excavation in 
the cavern, for as he groped with his 
hands around his dreadful prison, he felt 
the walls were solid rock on every side, 
and of pretty large dimensions. When 
he first descended, the darkness seemed 
most awful; but when his eyes had 
somewhat recovered their powers, he 
began to distinguish the objects around ; 
and indeed the robbers had so far ex- 
tended the pleasures of their repast that 
morning was beginning to dawn, and it 
flung a scanty portion of its light down 
the ample hole in the roof by which he 
had entered. As the darkness still de- 
creased, he took a more narrow survey 
of his apartment, and in one comer of 
it he descried a human figure, as he 

• t thought^ 
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thought, some partner in his affliction^ 
who was thus capable of a tempoi'ary 
oblivion of his misfery in the enjoyment 
of sleep: under this impression he was 
tareful of disturbing such valuablie re* 
pose, and proceeded without noise to 
examine the other sides of the place. It 
contained no furniture of any descrip- 
tion, not even a* truss of straw to cover 
the damps; but here and there a heap 
of mouldering rubbish, which appeared 
to have been the remains of spoil, which 
being embroidered or stamped with the 
names of arms of the original ownei^, 
could never be disposed of; such as sad- 
dles, horse-cloths, sword-handles, pistoU 
casei^ embroidered handkerchief, or la« 
dies' scarfs; these, as utterly useless to 
the spoilers, were thrown by, to be con- 
sumed by time and moisture. He next 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured to discover some secret out-r 
let from this wretched abode^ but th^f 
sfdeS proved to be what he first suspect*^ 
ed — solid walls, and tihe hole in the mid^ 
die of the ceiling was unattainable. Un- 
less he had the wings of a bird, and could 

fly. 

Tired with his fruitless examinations^ 

« 

he sat himself down upon a large hol- 
ster to meditate upoti his wretched cap- 
tivity, anticipating no better fate than a 
fingering death from starvation of cold 
and hunger. As he cast his eyes upoir 
his seat, the thought struck him that he 
would search its contents, and he found 
it still contained a pair of horseman*i» 
loaded pistols; Alarmed at the tempta*^ 
tioii their possession occasioned, and at 
the suggestions his own heart had for » 
moment dimshed, he hastily threw them 

from 
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firom him, and the words of his blessed 
Master and model rose to. his SOtlil^^^ 
" The cup that Heaven hath given me^ 
iihall I not drink it ?** 

He arose from his seat^and tCLtned for 
comfort to watch the calm repose of his 
fellow-prisoner ; but what words can ex-» 
pres& his horrible suprise, when he dis. 
eoveri^d that body to be a lifeless corpse 
still weltering in its own blood — ^tlie 
mm^ered, mangled remains c^ death !-^ 
His blood froze in his veins as he gazed 
upon the terrific object, his heart sicken* 
ed at the sight ; and overwhelmed with 
the agitating circumstances of the night, 
the current of his life stood stiU, and he 
fell senseless upon the floor. 

Here he remained till he found him- 
self in the arms of a robber; whose rough 
grasp had roused him firom his torpor. — 

** What 
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'*^Wbat a cowardly knave thou must 
be!" said he; " such a das(tardly faint-- 
hearted fellow will never do for Bei'tratfi, 
ril be sworn ; such womanish freaks ds 
these ill suit thy stout and manly form* 
Come away, thou mawkish- maypole ! I 
dare swear thou art a woman in dii^ 
guise." So saying, he thrust him up the 
ladder,, at the top of which they were 
met by the female. 

" Here, Madge," continued the robbei^ 
«' this is thy prisoner ; he needs no stout- 
er gaoler — I warrant thy claws would 
master him: here, take him away tor 
Bertram, whilst I go seek some nobler 
game than leading monkeys to a bear." 

With this he lefl him in the hands oi 
Madge, drest in her neatest trim, who, 
though anxious to exhibit her most en- 
gaging manners to her prisoner, yet for- 
got 
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« 

got herself in her eager desire to defend 
bim from the unfeeling and contemptu*^ 
ous expressions cf the robber. — ** Thou 
|)loody-minded thief!'* said she, " may 
thy qarcase rot upon tlie wheel for all- 
Hiy murderous doings ! and whilst thy 
limbs are pracked and crushed, may the 
people insult thee in thy misery, and 
laugh arid wag their heads at thy dis« 
tress ! Thou murderous villain, to insult 
^ poor gentleman in his sorrows !" 
. It was well for Madge the robber was 
^ot of hearing, and that her animation 
was thus exhausted in a soliloquy ; for 
bad it borne the character of a dialogue^ 
the lady would doubtless have experi- 
ienced weighty proofs of his displeasure. 
As it was, she cast aside the shrill key 
of the termagant, offered Henry a cor- 
dial and endeavoured to pour in besides 

aU 
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^1 the comfort of which her mind was 
possessed. 

He was sensible o£ her kindness, and 
having rested a while and submitted to 
lier directions, he felt his spirits return, 
and prepared to support himself in the 
approaching interview, when probably 
his future destiny, or even his present 
fate, might be decided. He could gain 
ho information from Madge— she had 
heard nothing respecting him spoken 
amongst the gang: she told him that 
£Juthbert and all but the wounded had 
left the cave; that Bertram, though he 
had passed a painful night, liad insisted 
upon rising, and had accordingly left his 
bed; that the ix)bber who had descend-- 
ed to fetch him from his dungeon was 
the only one left at home for his guard; 
Jind she eonfirmed his last words respect- 
ing 
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ing Bertram, saying he was the rough- 
est and most savage of the gang» relent* 
less to those in his power, by whom he 
was constantly nidcnamed ** the Bear,** 
and she bitterly bewailed his misfortune 
in filing into his hands. 

All this was poor comfort for Henry ; 
however, he felt the necessity <rf obeying 
the ruffian's order, and he endeavoured 
to fortify his courage by the application 
of one .of Madge's offered cordials ; then 
bidding his conductress lead the way, 
with a firm step he followed her into his 
presence. 

The first glinipse he obtained of Ber- 
tram was ill calculated to restore his 
(X>mposure : he was of middle ag«, tall 
and vigorous in person ; his hair was red 
and bushy ; his eye terrible, and flashed 
fire at every glance ; his lips were thick 

and 
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and prominent, and curied into ah habi. 
tual expression of ocxntempt and indigo 
nation ; his wounded arm was bared 
above the shoulder, and his garment 
flung loosely across his breast, the wrist 
being bound about with bandages and 
supported in a sling. 

fie turned as Hemy entered, and fix- 
ing his wild eyes, he gazed silently upon 
him, and minutely examined him &om 
head to foot—** Young man," said he, 
^* your life was forfeited to me — I spared 
it, and frpm.afoeam willing to accept 
you ;as a friend. I marked your cool 
determined bicavery ;:and hark ye, if you 
are willing to carry arms amidst vOui: 
hfiX^ii join in ourj^^bemes, and share in 
our success, then give me your hand; I 
take you instantly under my protection, 
place you next me in the batUe— «like 

the 
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the port of honour and of dtrngar; Tmt 
if you spurn my gracioua offisr, too Iste 
you may lepcnt your foUy ; back to yoRT 
loathsmne dungeon you shidl be taken^ 
there to live, and thereto die. Can y^Mi 
hesitate thus betwixt death or gk>ry ?-^' 
Speak quickly, and speak wisely.'* 

^ My life 1 calmly yield,** said Henry^ 
^^ but not my honour : my str^igth was 
given me to assist my feUow-creatuiaes^ 
)h>t to affiict theov— my courage to res^ 
cue the defenceless, not oppress Ibem ;' 
aud nevei^ c%» ik^ arm beserred against 
the i^eUe, never can my seal be taught 
to trample o^ the ri|^ o# hmnsity. 
J^^<»pgi¥e the boldkiess oi my spe^^; or, 
if you can't IS^gvwts. tfae» Jiyke my fifi^ 
and md my wretdied dagrs^** 

"^ Foelish h&yT vetumed liie robber 
«~^awagr ^Mtb sudi canliiig* ja^^it^!— - 

Lodk 
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Look upon me as upon a general — ^upon 
our band as upcm an anny, and satisfy 
all your scruples and your honour. Do 
not they plunder?— so do we; do not 
they kill? — and so do we; do not they 
rob the weak to clothe the strong ?— -and 
so do we : they spare lives, and I spared 
thine ; they protect their own sick and 
wounded, we take care of ours; they 
make war when they please, but we 
make war for ever ; they depopulate na- 
tions, cities—thousands, tens of thou- 
sands fidl to glut their vengeance, whilst 
we do not live to destroy — ^we only de- 
stroy that we may live." 

" Tis weU," said Henry, " your rea- 
soning so fully satisfies your own con- 
sdence : mine, I confess, is more scrupu- 
lous ; and though it has been said that 
sdidiers are but li^nsed robbers, I see^a 

VOL. 11/ c vital 
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Vital power in tliat license whicb amply 
marks their varied diffiraeter. Again I 
ccaxe your pardcm.** 

" You know the orAj terms upon 
which it is bestowed : once again am I 
willing to urge you to your own inte- 
rests, but the longer I extetid my kind- 
ness, the more heavily falls my ven. 
geance, if you continue thus to provoke 
it : none dare excite Bertram with im- 
punity. Once more, then, listen to me : 
what motive can you have to leave us? 
— I know you well : think you there is 
a house we do not, cannot enter? or «t 
noble mansion around us whose secrets 
we have not fathomed? — You are a 
wanderer, a houseless vagrant, a depen- 
dent upon lady Richmond's bounty — 
without a home, without a name ; rest 
here then, and you skalt find a home, 

and 
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and shall make younelC al mm^. lU^ 
fuse me stiU, and woe betjik you i'' 

** It IB impos^le," said Hwiy-^^' I 
cannot join in that at wMeh.my soul 
revolts ; I jresign my$a^ |q yqui? pow^i*^ 
and in pity e%^ that power:, ^ omh 
signing me quickly to obUvian/t oh^ t^llf 
nae hence, and bear me to my death! 
'tis all I ask, and mH I hopQ to gaktv- r 

** Death shall stare thee ixt . the faen^ 
in hideous shape^ of cruelty tmd tortuve^f 
sidd the fiuious robber ; '' and tbat&)0 
.form dbafi writhe in agooy, and ^hat 
noble courage shall wince under my 
wmtfa, and wring from thee an^unwiU- 
ing sttbmission to my will; for lam 
fixefUy determined thou shali graee our 
hande;? 

•' By your leave, noble Sertraoft," said 
tiie listening damsel, who, diuring this 

c 2 dialogue, 
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dialogue^ had fixed herself behind Hen- 
rjr— «< by your leave, let the prisoner 
taste your mercy ; let him see the sweets 
of our profession, behold our spoils, en- 
joy our merriment, and learn to love 
our life. 1 warrant then he'd tread your 
«teps with pleasure ; and Til answer with 
my head he shan't get away — Cleave that 
to me, for I am determined he never 
^all escape our power, and it shall be 
his own fault if we do not make hiin 
happy.'' In saying this she cast her 
kindest glance on Henry, which appa^ 
rently was ill bestowed, and met with 
no return: she then continued — ^** The 
outlet is fastened, the double chain is 
dropped, and the trap-door secure; so 
I'd defy the devil himself to creep out, 
if we had him here." 

During this appeal, the fevodous Ber- 
tram 
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tram absolutely foamed with rage; and 
when Madge had finished speakings he 
still maintained a fearful $ilence. At 
length Madge ventured to demand his 
pleasure. 

" Bear him hence T said he, in a voice 
of thunder ; " I have no means to-day 
to bend his stubborn will — ^my wound 
prevents me, or his flesh should feel my 
dread displeasure; bear him from my 
sight, and do with him what thou wilt, 
so that he's safely kept; and when next 
we meet, he shall speak a different lan- 
guage, or I'll know the reason why." 

They neither of them required a se- 
cond command to depart, but immedi- 
ately disappeared, and Madge invited 
Henry to visit every department of their 
establishment. He found the cavern 
somewhat in shape resembled a cross; 

c 8 the 
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thfe entyftttce' >f^^ long and nantm and 
cmtiriefy a^grofis^ with means of secu- 
fHy and impregtmble defence; it then 
opened tx> right and left, which wad the 
part inhabited by the robbers ; and re* 
tJtiming to the centre, he advanced again 
in a straight line with the entrance, and 
found himself at the head of the pit 
where he had passed the night. Other 
eJLcayations were likewise formed her^^ 
which -were used for different purposes : 
one contained the treasure, but that was 
doiiMy secured, and the key in Cuth- 
bert's possessitm. The light in this sub- 
tjerraneous abode was admitted by means 
of large hcrfes prunched in the sides of the 
rock where no danger could arise fix)m 
without; but the light thus obtained 
Was never very vivid, and was frequent- 
ly assisted by the glare of torches. 

Poor 
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Poor Henry was never for one mo 
ment left to brood over his sorrows 
alone; the robber who had been ap- 
pointed his guard, contemning his faint 
and weary frame, had entirely consigned 
him to the care of Madge, and had left 
the cavern ; whilst she, attentive to her 
charge^' never left him but when the du- 
ties of the wounded or the shrill whistle 
of the impatient Bertram called her from 
him : he was indeed her captive in bond- 
age^ but he could not be her captive in 
love'is soft chains ; and the facility, nay 
eagerness with whidi she offered hetself 
to his embraces, revolted his very soul» 
and filled him witli disgust. 



c 4 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 

It was late in the evening before a gi^- 
nil was heard from without, and Henry's 
hopes fell whilst he listened to the clank- 
ing of chains, the drawing of bolts, and 
the multiplied fastenings which secured 
the outlet, and stood in dreadful array 
betwixt himself and liberty. Cuthbert 
and a party entered, but no adventure 
iiad been encountered. Cuthbert spoke 
to him kindly, and before he attended 
to his own wants, he went to visit Ber- 
tram and the rest of the wounded. It 
was midnight before the whole party 
were assembled: some of the robbers 

entered 
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entered enriched, and others had watch-* 
ed in vain. Henry was invited to par- 
take their meal« and their whole conver- 
sation consisted iu recounting their mu- 
tual exploits. When all weife retiring 
for the night, Bertram sent an order for 
Henry's removal to the dungeon; this 
was resisted by Cuthbert; high words 
arose, but Cuthbert, as chief leader of 
the band, insisted upon being obeyed. 
He at length gained his point, and Hen- 
ry was conducted to a dry truss of straw, 
and suffered to repose amongst the rob- 
bers. 

The despotic tyranny of Bertram had 
long made him feared and hated in the 
troop; each were alarmed for their own 
security, as no one could ever be safe 
from his vengeance : indignation, like a 
seed, now expanded in their bosoms, and 

c 5 became 




became ripe for his destruction. Cuth- 
bert, on the other hand, was equally po- 
ptilar; he was determined in courage 
ahd unconquerably firth in the field, but 
mild and ' good-humoured with his asso- 
ciates; and in his character there occa- 
sionally appeared sotne shades of mercy 
Mended with the' ferocity of the robber. 
When the band w^s first united, and 
WeriB poor and distressed, they had courts 
ed fifertram, for Ms bdld'isnd fierce coli- 
Inand was requisite t6 etisure the dart- 
gei'ous victory ; and sd conspicuous were 
his services, that his was the name niost 
reared in the country, and his was the 
name by which the gang were distin- 
^ished. Great offers werfe held out by 
government for his apprehension, either 
dead or alive; aiid he often boasted to 
Ctithbelrt, that whilst he assumed the 

first 
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&Bt oommand in the troopi that Be^r 
tram was thdi* strength and terror. His 
Mxength was certainly unequalled^ his 
intrqaidity smd courage grew even to 
madnesS) his delight was in fierce and 
i^rodous enterpruse^ and he would su^ar 
4be lonely traveller to pass uninjured^ 
whilst his mind was agitated with some 
dneadful and savage adventure : be cared 
not whom he daughtered in action^ and 
Mailed lipon his own deeds ; but if it 
were necessary to stab the defenceless 
eaptiye, he issued his mandate to those 
beneath himi and never, sullied his own 
swoi^ with such ignoble blood. 

The contention which had arisen over- 
night was again renewed in the fnom- 
kkg ; Bertram was &st recovering from 
his wounds and his indignation arose at 
the oppositaon his will had enoounterod. 

c 6 As 
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As Henry was the unlucky cause oiHik 
dissension^ his fury towards him was ex- 
cited in due propartion: he summoned 
Um into his presence, and vehen^ntfy 
demanded immediate submission to his 
will. Henry was silent, unwilling to 
inflame his wrath ; but he was proceedr 
ing to wreak his vengeance upon him, 
when Cuthbert rescued him out of his 
hands. Dreadful dispute now ivose be- 
tween the chiefs : Bertram's violence and 
abuse grew truly alarming ; all the rob* 
hers cc^ected at the sound of jUie uproar, 
and Cuthbert, seeing himself sumnind- 
ed on all sides by his men, drew bac^ 
and thus addressed them : — 

** Companions and friends,'' said he^ 
^* why stand you here enchained with 
fear and quivecing at the gaze of him 
you hat^ whose cruelty you detest, 

whose 
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whose tyranny you bum to revenge ?— 
Will you tamely see your faithful leader 
abused and murdered at your feet?-— 
Shame on you ! thus to fear one solitary 
sword, whilst arms are in your hands---* 
whilst you thus surround his horrid 
form ! — Is it the force of magic thus 
disarms your courage? — To be asso- 
ciated with him is our destruction— his 
hated name carries death in itii very 
sound, and will bring th^ terrible weight 
of. justice upoQ our heads> and the terror 
of government amongst us. On then> 
my friends, and mark him for destruc- 
tion;' 

'^ Destruction to Bertram!'* was the 
watchword that now impelled the gang : 
in a moment he was surrounded^-^every 
9mord was drawn, and gleamed upon his 
eountenance. Bertram was not dismays 

ed; 
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ei\ he had listened with ealnmeiM to 
€uthbdiifB hai^ngue/ he now submitted 
with -composure to thdr meditated at- 
loek i and whilst the instruments of de- 
stractioti hovered in the air and flou-^ 
tii^ed around his heady he stretched out 
has hands to pany their descent, then 
bared his bdsom, and whilst his gigantic 
eourage and \nipermtiiral firmness witb- 
held ttteir attack, whilst e smik of tri- 
umph seetMd to lighti^ii his gloomy fta^ 
tures, awestruck tiiey insennUy di^w 
bade. • ■ 

^ Ve UngriateAil renegades, strike 
here!" said he, pointing to his bosom; 
^ fear not-^in safety you amy strike, 
for Bertram will not strike again i i^tigle 
and unaitned, come, spill iny life^'tis I 
faytiteyou to the noMe deed: my blood 
mw o^n shed fer yott/now drkik it fbr 
ii>~ your 



your <mii convenience: bat in the midilt 
of agony, of death and insult, Bertmni 
shall be Bertram still. Why pause, ye 
slaves, degenerate sons of infamy ? Dd 
ye fear my ghost shall haunt ye, and 
beset your lives with fiear and horrible 
feompunction ? or do y^ ffear that losing 
me,, ye lose your strength ?— -the terror 
of your host no more, that hired bands 
and mentals of tlie law beset your loved 
retreat, ravish your well-earned treasure, 
pinion yotrr caitiff limbs, and glut th6 
gallows with your blood ?— Who then 
rfiafll gtlard your safety ? — ^in vain yonll 
Call on me, in vaih youll seek protec- 
tion: I alone insured it— I alone havd 
led you on to victory, have won that 
st>oil that glitters in our coflfers. Now 
bear me vrtttiess, I sue not for my life : 
if yiB dare, take it; in your service it 
* has 
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has been spent—- for your pleasure it is 
destroyed.*' 

** No, never, never!" said the gang; 
and so unanimous was the cry, that but 
xme voice seamed to re-echo through the 
cavern — ** Swear to respect our gallant 
leader, Cuthbert, and we will obey and 
follow you.** 

Bertram would &in have shrunk from 
this submission, and have turned the 
sword upon Cuthbert, but he knew top 
wdl the lov6 they bore their leader^ 
and was forced to submit to the will of 
the troop ; and advancing, he embraced 
with a demon's crafty purpose his hated 
rival. 

Henry was much surprised at the 
sudden calm which so easily succeed- 
ed this tumult; but such violence was 
not uncommon, and the robbers each 

dispersed 
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dhipersed as quietly as if nothing mate- 
rial had occurred. Cuthbert advancing 
towards Henry, took his hand, and 
warmly promised him his protection. — 
** Be not in terror of the vengeance of 
that fury yonder/' said he, pointing^ to 
Bertram : ** though our fools have suffered 
him to escape their power, he dare not 
touch a hair of your head whilst I pro- 
tect you ; and may St. Peter deny me 
entrance into heaven, if I do not guard' 
you with my life ! — Once accustomed to 
our way 6f living, you wiU glory in our 
profession and gladly unite yourself to 
Gur bands — ^you will be the pride of our 
ranks, the ornament of our troop ; and I 

* 

swear I'd sooner see my favourite horse 
lie dead at my feet than part with you. 
But I say again, fear not: till you ^re 

willmg 
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willing to join Us in our excursiona^ heie 
jrou shall be 3afe and kindly treated."; . 

Poor Henry sighed deeply at this 
hopeless confirmation of his doom^ and 
again be fdt that immediate death wcruld 
be far preferaUe to the protracted mis^ 
ries of such a life. At one time h^ 
thou^t of endeavouring ^to bend • the 
good will of Madge towards his liber»> 
tion» but he soon founds the more he 
encouraged her love, the more fixedly 
determined she wAs set upon his capti- 
vity; and there was no favoui? she was 
unwilling to^deny him, but the power 
of leaving her. 

Cuthbert now always kept Henry near 
Mm; he endeavoured by every art to 
ingratiate himself ^Witli him, and with 
all bis idoquenoe to recommend their 

habits 
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habits to his notice. In oider to exalt 
them in Jiis eyes^ he invited him to 
attend him to th^ treasure-house^ and 
taking a torch ^nd two monstrous keys 
in his hand» he passed on to the crevice 
in the rock which led to the dungeon, 
the rememhrance of which chilled Hen- 
ry's heart. Cuthbert turned to the other 
side, and unbarring the locks, he enter- 
ed the vaults, — "Here is our treasure," 
said he; mA holding his lighted torch 
around, it glared upon the costly riches 
which lay scattered on the ground : here 
heaps of merchandize, and there gold 
and silver melted into bars, and stores 
of money glittering around. Cuthbeit 
paused; his sated eye bent over them, 
and glutted with avarice, he wistRiUy 
viewed the golden treasure.-—** From 
the moment you enters our troop," said 

he, 
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he, ** you share in this — a privilege we 
never granted to a novice before; but 
we all like you, and are determined to 
encourage your timidity, and allure you 
amongst us. What say you to our noUe 
oflFer? — Neither Bertram's violence or 
our kindness can mould your stubborn 
wilL" 

Henry shook his head, but said no* 
thing. 

In the evening the robbers sallied 
forth as usual, and Bertram was now 
sufficiently recovered to join the ma- 
rauding parties: with a small baiid he 
took an opposite direction to Cuthbert. 
The next day and several more passed 
on in like manner: Bertram, not less 
ferocious than usual, whenever he pas&* 
ed Henry, cast on him a horrid glance 
of malicious contempt, but spake not; 

he 
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he had, ever since the attack upon his 
life, maintained a gloomy silence, for he 
durst not provoke fresh indignation by 
yielding to his wrath; but it was like 
fire pent up within him, that sought 
every means of escape to spread its fury 
around, whose flames could not be 
quenched but in the destruction of all 
within its grasp. The moment of his 
premeditated vengeance was fast ap- 
proaching — it happened one morning 
that Cuthbert had retired with Henry 
into his own apartment ; they were talk- 
ing over the affairs of the gang, and 
Cuthbert was informing him of the dr- 
cumstanoes which obtained for Bertram 
the second post in the troop, and he was 
likewise announcing it to be his wish 
and that of the robbers, that so fine a 

fellow 
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fellow as Henry should take Bertram's 
place, and command them in his stead. 

" Bertratfi;' said Cuthbert, '' soon af- 
ter he volunteered into out* bands, joined 
us in an attack upon a very strong castle, 
where we were defeated and forced to 
fly. We all got safe out but himself; 
and he havmg advanced far before us in 
the inner chambers, had actually f(xce& 
his way to the apartments of the family, 
when he heard our horn sound a retreat 
Upon tliis emergency, seeing himself 
surrounded on all sides, he pursued snA 
instantly overtook some of the fl)ang 
females : grasping one by each arm, he 
dragged them to the doorway through 
which his pursuers were following him, 
and turning short round, held them firm^ 
with a dagger smoking with recent car- 
nage 
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nage suspended over their heads, and 
vowed, the mi^nent he was approached 
that dagger should reach their hearts. 
The fetJ^ beheld the piteous condition 
of his daughters, arid by all that was sa- 
cred he swore to spare the robber if he 
would, spare their lives, and promised 
him a safe eoiKhict through the castle. 
Bertram gladly assented, and still forcing 
the damsels to accompany him as hosta- 
ges for his own security, and dragging 
them Anting with terror to the very 
confines of the walls, he blew a shrill 
Mast, which speedily assembled us from 
without. We then saw him deliver the 
two ladies to the care of the attendants 
who had followed, sihd he soon joined 
\ts in perfect safety. The courage and 
presence of mind he had evinced upon 
this occasion ttnanimously* exalted him 

to 
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to a rank n^ct myself —*an elevation 
which we now all begin to repent of 
his possessing." 

*^ Defend yourself!" said Henry, and 
drew his sword, but not till Bertram's 
dagger had pierced his leader and his 
victim : he then turned to Henry, but 
Henry had prepared his guard, and par* 
ried the blow, though his strokes follow- 
ed so rapidly and so skilfully, that Henry 
had no time for attack — he could scarcely 
defend himself and Cuthbert £rom their 

4 • 

insidious and deadly aim. But although 
Cuthbert was disabled, he had still suffi- 
cient strength to blow his horn, and he 
was presently surrounded . by his follow- 
ers. At sight of them Bertram desisted ; 
he coolly put up his sword and walk^ 
ed off. Cuthbert was lifted from the 
^ound : a wound was discovered in his 

arm. 
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aim, which, at Henry's exclamation, he 
had instinctively raised, and which re- 
ceived a blow which would otherwise 
have pierced his heart. Much irritation 
was excited against Bertram for this new 
aiid brutal outrage, but no one offered 
to secure him, no one ventured to sug- 
gest the necessity df driving such a ruf- 
fian fiom their company — a villain who 
could thus insidiously attack his enemy 
by surprise, and barbarously intend to 
murder those he hated. But, according 
to the tenets and habits of their fi^ter- 
nity, bloodshed was no such uncommon 
transaction; quarrels were oftentimes 
quickly fomented and as rapidly de- 
cided; and had Henry alone been the 
oltgect of Bertram's vengeance, or any 
person of less importance than their fa- 
vourite leader, his crime would have 
VOL. II. D passed 
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passed unheeded; but naw he was an 
object of universal mistrust, suspicion, 
and horror. 

Cuthbert was perfectly aware that he 
owed his life to Henry's timely inter- 
ference ; and as soon as he wa$ sufficient- 
ly recovered to speak, he expressed him- 
self most grateful for his services, Henry 
seized the favourable moment to urge 
his liberty ; he spoke much to the pur- 
pose, and entirely convinced Cuthbert 
that no threats, however severe — no 
temptations, however liberal, could ever 
induce him to join their bands. Cuth- 
bert began to relent : he considered, on 
the one hand, that he should sensibly 
mortify Bertram by suffering Henry's 
departure, and that was a pleasure he 
could ill resist ; and, on the other hand, 
he reflected upon the obligations he had 

lately 
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lately incurred to Henry, and that they 
could only be cancelled by restoring him 
to his friends. 

After pursuing these reflections, he 
thus answered him : — " Henry, thou art 
a brave fellow, loved by all the troop, 
and we did hope to make of thee a firm 
friend; nevertheless, I am bound to grant 
thy only request : go, and may Heavai 
befriend thee!" He then immediately 
issued orders to one whom he could 
trust in the execution of them, that at 
the close of evening Henry should sub- 
mit to a buidage being placed over his 
eyes ; that he should be mounted, and 
conducted six miles along the public 
road before he was dismissed; that he 
should then be forced to take a contrary 
road to that which the robber his com- 

p 2 panion 
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p^hion t^hoiild take, Md tfa^ be isufibt^ 
quietly to depart. 

When Madge heard that he was go- 
ing, hem pas^ion^ Were UhgoveWiable ; 
she wept, «he mved, ishe tore her hair ; 
then fondled him, and threw her grisly 
arms about him, and swoitb she never 
would be pd:rted. But the strong hand 
of power soon foroed her from himj 
Cuthbert hearing her exclamations, and 
not a little indignant at her preference 
of Hettry so soon after the high honour 
to which he hid exalted her, sent two 
strong robbers to icurse her for her wan- 
ton tricks, and to haul her off, and shtit 
her up in a distant part of the eav«n. 

Just before Henry^s final departure, 
Bertram entered to prepare for the bu- 
siness of the n&gfat: he gttessed the 

truth. 
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t;ruth, an4 sta^ding in th>^ outer en- 
trance^ where he commsiEM|e(i the pass 
md the mai>ageiiient c^ the bars and 
hcHtsh he e(W(H:e that Henry should not 
pass alive. He waa but one agamst a 
host, yet for some time he continued to 
make his purpose good; and when the 
banditti did contrive to drive him a little 
from his post, and to defend the pass for 
Henry, he was still unsubdued, so gi- 
gantic was his strength, and so much 
feared amongst the troop ; and as Henry 
and his attendant rode off from the ca- 
vern, they still heard the loud clashing 
of arms and the tumultuous roar of fu- 
rious contention. 

At the place agreed upon, Henry and 
his companion parted : by Cuthbert's di- 
rection he left him the horse on which 
he rode, and putting spurs to his sides, 

D 8 he 
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he urged him at full speed to cany him 
from this neighbourhood of his miseries, 
and inquiring at the first town the road 
to Owen Castle, he turned his horse's 
head and joyfully pursued his way. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Walter Owen had revolved in his 
mind again and again the most pro- 
bable means of conciliating his father, 
and gaining him over to his wishes ; 
but as he found fresh difficulties start 
at every thought his mind suggested, 
he at length determined to be directed 
by better counsel than his own ; and after 
mature deliberation he fixed upon his 
confessor, as one in whose judgment, 
good sense, and discretion, he could se- 
curely rely. This resolution once made, 
hie eagerly sought an opportunity of un- 
burdening himself up<Hi the subject next 

nil his 
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his heart, which the father's secluded 
habits easily afforded him; he found 
him in his oratory, and apologizing for 
his abrupt intrusion, requested when he 
was at leisure to be favoured with a mo- 
ment's hearing and attention. 

" My son," said Anselm, " I have al- 
ways leisure to bestow on others ; that 
duty is most acceptable to Gk)d which is 
exercised in active service amongst his 
creatures, and can I be of use to you, 
command me how to serve you. With 
pleasure I welcome you here, for I have 
long observed, and with pain have seen 
it, that you have shunned my presence, 
and have disregarded the sacred duties 
of religion ; and when the means are ne- 
glected that Heaven has appointed for 
our edification, it is much to be feared 
that God is neglected likewise." 

*'Holy 
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" Holy fether," returned Walter, " I 
acknowledge my transgression ; but could 
you read this hearty you would pity ra* 
ther than condemn me. I will confess 
the tonnrat that has devoured xne, and 
in the cahauiess of your wisdom and 
mildness of your reproof^ in the indul« 
gence of your kindness and integrily of 
your i^radples^ I will seek my onfy 
eomlbrt md assistance. Hear me but 
patJCTtly ; fi>rgive a young man's folly, 
^:id aaost me with your advice." 

JiU^ Walter commenced the particu- 
km of ins jafttaehment to £^n, and, ex- 
citing that he sui^ressed the circum- 
stances of his base px^iosal to h^ in the 
fi-enzy of his passion, his detail was fsjx 
and aeeu]»te. Father Anselm listened 
with attention, till he came to that part 
(sf his story where he represented De 

D 5 L^y 
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Lacy as the lover of Julia Montfort. 
an abrupt exclamation then escaped 
him — " Sir Herbert Lacy has agreed to 
marry Julia, did you say? — Oh, Hea- 
ven! how unsearchable are thy waysT 
It was in vain that Walter proceected in 
his tale — ^the good father had fallen into 
a reverie, from which it was difficult to 
arouse him ; it was evident that his mind 
had received a dreadful shock, and it 
could not easily recover its energy.— 
" Where is sir Herbert Lacy ?" said he. 

« He left lord MontfortV replied 
Walter, " immediately before my last 
visit there, with a promise of speedy re- 
turn ; but he has not yet arrived, I be- 
lieve." 

" 'Tis well," replied the confessor—. 
" I must speed there before him. But 
continue, Walter," said he, " and let 

me 
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me hear your hopes and wishes ; and 
may Heaven grant a more peaceful teF- 
mination to your desh-es than fate pro- 
mises to bestow on others ! — But the 
experience of every day, my son, con- 
vinces us that no reliance must be placed 
on earthly hopes: God can raise them 
out of despair, but he can dash them 
from us even in the moment that we 
grasp them in« our hands; and what his 
wisdom sees fit to command, that we 
must endure with patient resignation.** 

" 'Tis but too true," returned Walter; 
"but surely Heaven will smile upon my 
prospects, for Ellen is His fairest flower; 
her bloom is virtue, her sweetness is the 
charity of pure benevolence, her beauty 
, is true piety. Will not Heaven approve 
my choice, and sanctify such love?— 

D 6 And 
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And to gain my fatlier^s sanctioD, Ellen 
htts nobility of Uood, pure as his own, 
to boast Use your interest with hinis 
fiither Ansekdy and we cannot &il <£ 
winning his approbation." 

'' Gently, my son/' said Anselm — *^ a 
love's evidence is not always to be se- 
curdy rdied upon. My eyes are not 
blinded by attachment, my ears are not 
alhired by the vooce of love; let xne 
then £orm my own o^nnion of these 
transcendent merits ; and if my judg- 
ment pronounces in her favour^ with 
joy I espouse your interests, and her 
pov^rt^ shall be no bar to my exertiona 
wilth your father. But trust nde, W^« 
t^, I fear ndthcr earthly or heavenly 
influence can win his approbation to-^ 
waids a portionless lady, vrbm his views 

are 
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ue flo exalted, his expectatkms so higl^ 
and Us love of ckhes and ambition so 
unbounded.'' 

Walter oould only sigh at this but 
too fiuilliild picture of his fittfaer's cha- 
racter, and perceiving that the good &* 
tber seemed rather impatiettt fiar hit de- 
parturcv he aitne^ and having received 
h«i Uessii^ and much oomfiMt fiom his 
imparted confidence, he left the oratory. 

Father Anselm ruminated much upon 
wiiat he had lieard: his judgment was 
stnmgeljr harassed, and knew scarceljf 
upcHi what to decide; but he rejoieed 
that he waa in possessicn of Walter'a 
oofi£denoe, as he hoped he might be the 
means of inflnencing fait conduct, or re* 
conciling him to the painful conflict of 
noiost {MfiobaUe difiapp<a4ntmeiit ; and. he 
rqoiced stiU mcve in its having unveiled 

to 
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to him a project which must command 
his immediate attention. For this pur- 
pose he instantly prepared to visit Julia 
de Montfort. On his way, wherever he 
was perceived, the peasants followed 
him, to receive the good man's blessing 
and to urge him to visit their dwellings; 
for such was the veneration in which he 
was held, that his presence was supposed 
to impart some portion of good wherever 
it approached : and in truth some b^iefit 
necessarily arose from his appearance* 
his advice was so good, his charity so 
unbounded, his sentiments so sublime, 
his pi6ty so pure, that none could re- 
main unmoved by his exhortations, none 
eould remain imtouched by his earnest 
remonstrances. 

As he never rejected the humUest sup- 
pliant, or turned aside from the prayer of 

the 
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the poor destitute, he proceeded but 
slowly in his journey, ' and the day was 
far advanced when he reached lord de 
Montfort's. He met Julia in the gar- 
den, and after kind inquiries for her fa- 
ther, which were answered in a hopeless 
tone of dejection, Julia inquired the mo- 
tives of his visit, and her fearful heart 
trembled with anxiety when he announ- 
ced to her that it concerned herself only. 
He requested her private attention in 
secret, when she led him into her closet, 
where she was soon to be overwhelmed 
with such bitter tidings, that not all the 
powers of father Anselm*s piety and love 
could win her to composure. 

When she came forth, her face was 
bathed in tears and affliction. The con- 
fessor left her and sought her father, 
that in the solitude of her own thoughts 

she 
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»he might endeavour to regain that peao? 
of mind which she had lately thought 
8D secure, but of which he had now bo 
suddenly deprived her. He then retunn 
ed and spent the evening with her alone^ 
endeavouring to minister consolation tp 
hear wounded mind, and asnst her in the 
bard duty of resignaticHi to God's wilL 
The next morning he hade her adieu^ 
and proceeded on his way to visit £31en: 
she was still reiiding at her father's^ and 
her de^pondki^ countenance brightened 
as she reeogniaed a fi:iend from Owen 
Castle ; her mind drew comfort from his 
i^vproach, and she eagerly hurried out to 
welcome his anivaL 

Sinee Ellen's seclusion at home, she 
had neither seen or heard of Walter; 
ani although, if possible^ his love in* 
fsraased wiikh the difficttlties it eneoun* 

tered. 
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tered, it was no easy matter to gratify 
the wishes that would have immediately 
led him to her retirement : his presence 
was required at home, to attend upon 
the guests in the castle; and could he 
have effected his escape from them, still 
his visit at such a house as William 
Percy's would have excited strange sus- 
picion, rumour would have been busy 
with his fame, and Ellen's father would 

m 

most probably have withheld all inter- 
course^ and prohibited such doubtful 
communication; for in these days the 
nobiHty were much greater objects of 
public attention than they are now: 
freely mingUng with the gentry around^ 
who are a new order of beings sprung 
up from the fertile source of riches and 
commerce, they no longer stand at that 
unmeasuraUe distance which the baron 

Owen 
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Owen and his family held with their 
neighbourhood. 

Ellen had not yet been able to recon- 
cile herself to her home, or associate 
freely with the coarse habits of the 
neighbouring peasantry; she could not 
help contrasting her fate with that of 
her more happy and contented sisters, 
who having never deserted their own 
station, rejoiced in its comforts, and inet 
with no trials or disappointments; and 
she finished her observations by con- 
cluding, that to be lifted abovie the rank 
in which we are placed by nature is an 
evil in its consequences. One of her 
sisters was married, another was speedi- 
ly intending to follow her example, and 
her third and youngest was astonished 
at Ellen's coyness, as she called it, in 
discouraging the most distant approaches 

of 
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of the village swains, who manifested 
for her visible tokens of their preference. 
But Ellen cherished her griefs in secret ; 
she endeavoured to assume a cheerful 
countenance, that she might not betray 
her feelings ; for she well knew her fa- 
therms indignation would arise if he en- 
tertained the most distant suspicion of 
Waltei^ Owen's proposals, and he would 
have separated his daughter for ever 

• « 

from a situation which led her into such 
danger, and exposed her to such insult 
She was assisting in pi^parations for 
her sister's approaching nuptials, when 
&ther Anselm arrived. After her in- 
quiries respecting the Montforts were 
answered, her voice paused — she would 
have interrogated him respecting other 
friends, but the name faltered on her 
&p6. He saw and pitied her conftision; 

he 
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he drew her aside, and commuiunated 
his knowledge of her secret i he prised 
her for her virtuous resolution in witb^ 
drawing from an attachment which seev^ 
ed hopeless (for he was ignorant of tlie 
gross provocation that urged her to lesive 
Iwd de Montfort's), and he informed hex 
that peculiar circumstances had ansen 
which made it more than probaUe that 
the lady Julia and sir Walter would 
never be united; at the same tim^ be 
cautioned her against conceiving too 
much hope, for he laid before her a mul- 
titude of obstacles, which seemed still to 
separate her from the only object of \m 
wishes. 

" My dear child," said he, " you hav^ 

* 

imprudently suffered yourself to attadb 
and be attached to one where natur?y I 
feaXi hM placed insurmountable barriers 

to 
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to your happiness : too well I know the 
proud baron Owen to suppose that he 
will ever bestow his son upon a portion- 
Itess branch of the noble house of Lovel ; 
and Would you await his death, who is 
yet in the full vigour of age, and antid- 
pating many years of enjoyment — would 
you patiently aWde that uncertain pe- 
riod, ^et hear me, my child, listen to 
the cold sugge^ons of age and experi- 
encje, which remind you, that if your 
love should outlive tihe test of years, 
iftie Sickening period of uncertain hope, 
it is but too probable that Walter will 
have found some other beauty to'adore, 
where rank and riches are concentered, 
where he might at once gratify his fa- 
mily and his own desires. Frail is the 
love of man! — woman is formed for 
constancy and individual &ith, but her 

adorer 
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adorer loves not so much the individual 
as the sex ; and I will not conceal from 
you, Ellen, that your greatest charm in 
Walter's eyes is the charm of difficulty 
which surrounds you : the fairest flower 
is always that which we cannot attaint- 
such Ls the inconsistency of human na^ 
ture. In a very few years your beauty 
must decay ; most probably your lover's 
attachment will decay with it, and will 
no longer survive the long chill of sepa- 
ration and disappointment ; for upon 
what a fragile foundation has he built 
his love! — ^it is not founded upon the 
long-tried principle of virtuous friend- 
ship, it is not fixed upon the beauties of 
the mind, it does not proceed from sym- 
pathy of character, it is not the offspring 
of reason and religion ; but it has sprung 
from the mere charms of your person, 

which 
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which have captivated his eye and se- 
duced his affection. His imagination is 
inflamed, his language is the voice of 
passion; and those who best know the 
human heart can tell you how easily 
one passion can dethrone another. Let 
me implore you then, my child, to de- 
tach your thoughts from dwelling upon 
delusive hopes — ^let me guide your mind 
into a safer path; endeavour to enjoy 
yourself, by participating in the joys of 
others; let your amusement be doing 
good, which always yields peace to the 
mind ; pray to Heaven for His protec- 
tion and support, and cast your cares on 
Him : and be assured human nature has 
other and better joys in store than those 
which proceed from love, and which may 
yet be your destiny, and may crown 
your days with peace and prosperity." 

Poor 
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Poor Ellen listened with dqected eye, 
and yet something like joy dwelt upon 
her countenance, for she had heard that 
Walter was freed from his engagements 
with Julia, and her mind dwelt alcme 
upon that long wished-for but hopelesn 
event : she thanked the good &ther for 
his counsel, and promised to be in all 
things guided by his advice; and sAie 
felt much inward comfort in having sudi 
a friend, in whom to repose her confi- 
d^ice and unbosom her sorrows. She 
promised to use her utmost exertions to 
rouse her mind from dwelling upon those 
thou^ts which but too fully occupied 
her attention ; and as a test of her obedi- 
ence, she promised to be more than cheer- 
ful, could she but prevail upon the holy 
father to honour their dwelling with his 
presence, and to give his nuptial Uessing 

on 
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OH tlie moiTOw at her sister^s wedding; 
Tliis w^s arv appeial upon lii^^ kindness' 
which he could not refuse^ and tlie in- 
tended bride ^ and- bridegrootn-^lect' fdlfr 
Ihemselves' not a littlfe Itotiouted by his* 
kiwd condescension. 

On the morrow aH was joy and bustle ; 
tJte neighbours and f?i^ds in their holi- 
day gWb crowded around the door, and 
hastened to congratulate the happy pair. 
Jit length the priest arrived, and the 
procession began to move towards th^" 
chnrdi. Atthe door of the bridegroonfs 
liouse a cake ^ras broken over the head* 
>of thetwde, forlbe fragrtiehtsof whicW 
tht5 ' atteltdantB * most eagerly scrambled? 
These fragments were preserved" witK 
thte gt'eatest c^rfe ; tlpfey^wei-e destined to 
bfe'laid under tlt6 piHows of thb young 
men and maidetts,* who sttppoi^ed this 

Vot^ n, ' E bridal 
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faridal cake endowed with the power of. 
controlling their dreams, and setting be- 
fore their superstitious imagination a 
future husband or wife;: no wonder that 
a peep at so interesting an object was 
keenly sought. The cake quickly dis- 
appeared, but not till Ellen had obtain- 
ed her share ; and impressing her mind 
throughout the day hut with one h^pe — 
that of dreaming of Walter, she most 
naturally succeeded; the same image 
pursued her in her sleep ; and such was 
her superstitious credulity, that this silly 
omen filled her with hope, overthrew all 
the rational reflections of the confessor, 
and bent her whole soul upon love and 
Walter. 

After the ceremony was concluded^ 
&ther Anselm came forward, and in the 
most emphatic tone of pious exhortation 

pronounoed 
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jtronounced a Messing iipcm the bridal, 
pair: he'then repeated to Ellen the kind 
assurances of his fiiendship and support; 
and that, if any thing couid be done, her 
iiiteiests ^ should not be neglected; he 
earnestly advised her not returning, in 
the present unsettled state of af!airs» to 
lord de Montfort's, but remaining where 
she was: for 3.:&w .m<mths longer.; and 
he concluded by. pressing upon her the 
hard duty of resignation to what would 
most Ukdiy {)roYe the disappointment of 
her fondest hopes. 

He then withdrew, ^nd /prepared to 
retulm to Castle Owen ; and as he jour- 
neyed homewards, his mind was pen^' 
sively beat upon a contemplation of the 
busy -eoneems of his felloW^creatures. 
Though he himsdf bad long learnt to 
cradfy ttve lusts and . affections of the 

E 2 flesh— 



flesb^-^thon^ he, , in bidding adiea^ to 
theiworid;. had bid adieu likemseito^its 
caiesand attractions^ yet he hi^d still a* 
heart' sensibly alive, to the emotions ' of' 
othersit; andrso often had» he obsm^ved- 
the iaUacgr of humane expeetationy that 
it was with gratitude he rc^oieed in his 
own security. 

liord O wen'^^children shared his warm- 
est regards; for; them he felt the tender- 
ness and care of a father. H^ bad' nar- 
rowly obsenred Ellen in his late visit, he 
had made inquiry respecting her, and 
eirery thing was highly satisfactory that 
he saw and heard ; her mind seemed >as 
beuiteous as her person^^mild^ inno^^ 
cent, and winnings He left her entirely 
prepossessed in her- favour/ but hopeless 
of ; producing ' any^ impressi^m upon the 
poudi swxL^ of > the- baroir ftvouralik' to 

her. 
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her, and he foresaw that his services 
would be more likely called forth in ad- 
ministering consolation to the fond pair, 
than in confirming their ardent love* 
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chapter' IV. 

Upon his return to the castle, father 
Anselm found all was joy and exultation, , 
Jfor Henry Werter was returned : in the 
moment that despair had filled up the 
wretched picture of his too-probable suf- 
ferings and death, his presence dissipates 
every surmise and fear^ and diffuses a 
real joy around. But one there was who 
dared not evince the misery his loss ex- 
cited,^ or display the ecstacy his return 
produced. Whilst the baron shook Hen- 
ry by the hand, praised his gallantry, and 
congratulated him upon his marvellous 
escape — whilst all the family eagerly 
' . pressed 
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pressed around to partake the gen^^ 
satisfaction, Cecily withdi^w, and in the 
solitude of her own chamber she reliev- 
ed those feelings which had been too 
suddenly excited in this transition from 
despair to delight. She heard the' first 
teport of his name, which in a moment 
filled the castle after the outer gates had 
(^ned to admit him ; she saw him as 
he csfvtered the great hall, and, satisfied 
with the real eevtainty^ of his health aiid 
presence, she was the test to greet him 
personally. But was Henry hurt at this 
delay ? did he mistake its cause ?^— -far 
otherwise: he saw in it the most con- 
Tindng proof of tenderness and love, 
which reserved itself for a moment of 
sedusioh to display its fondness, and 
which could not be satisfied with that 
common expression which pervaded the 
• .. e4 whole 
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iwhole ^party, and was participated 1^ alf 
.his friends. It was long bdbre curioofty 
was satisfied i numberless questions, \vere 
asked and as repeatedly^nswered, before 
Henry could make his escape, and upoB» 
the plea of long-neglected dress obtain 
permission tq retire to his apartynent.r 
thdt permission once Obtainied» his apart- 
m&at and his dress were alike fc^qgottea^ 
— he sought ibut one ol^d;, a»d fb& 
sought it not imsvain ; tone small igallay^ 
4wbich had often ^heltisred the h^>py 
interviews of Gecily and Henry, now 
kidded them from observation, and in 
jeooh other^s: arms, and m the:deepe8t^- 
lence, they best impressed iheir ^gcatl- 
tude to Heaven. 

It was on the ^evening of this happy 
day fiither Anselm returned,, and no one 
perhaps but Cecily gceeted Heniy with 

a purer 



^)>tti«lr 8itti»&(flicyft tliian ^tte fjo6d Wit- 

ttdwfifte^niint^siaii; fio gaeste caiK 

<]»66 mdi^ ai^i»^g>bl€id ^ound him, thejr 
%^gan to Ikteii to k deteifed aco(Mfit cff 
his mBktkigs' and subsequcnnft e&iGd|>6- 
fie was tiota IMe dcftighted to find hils 
hc^s confiimed respecting the safety of 
kdy Marg^tret; and as that lady bait 
ievmced Ihe most tender anxiety^ e^n ImS^ 
l^eount, the earlier in telligefnce was t6 
Be'^veii' heir %)f her yaliant champiQri% 
return: fkthet* Anselm psbposed sefttinj^ 

r 

off at dlayht^eak, and cominunicatihg td> 
her himself the happy tidings. > 

Walter, who was most anxious to hear 
ihe i^esult of bis embassy to Ellen, and 
if possible to penetrate the mystery of 
his visit to Julia, and the horror he had 

E 5 expressed 
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expressed at sir Herbert de Lacy*^ a)^ 
^tadiment to h^, eagerly offered tp a0- 
.company him oh tlie njorrotr/^ ai)d his 
offer was kindly accepted.. Atdaybrcsik 
they mounted their horses, and Utt^ 
time was lo$t ere the impatience. of Wa^ 
.ter demanded satisfaction; and Ellen; 
the fair Ellen, became the theme of coa- 
yersation. Tlie good fother freely con- 
fessed the high opinion he entertained 
pf her; at lord de Montfort's and at her 
father's she was alike the general theme 
of praise; in a high and in ^ humble star 
tion she had e«^ally the art of concilia 
ating sy^ectioh; and he fqirly owned it 
was 4}^puit to see and npt adunire her. 
- Walter, enraptured with the fat|ier's 
sanction, eagerly grasped his hand and 
wrung it with every grateful expression 
of his thanks: he swore that if he could 

never 
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taever obtain his father's consent, he 
would wait for Etten till he was entire 
master of hh own actions ; or he would 
go serve the king, and win Mm over to 
his interests ; or he would cross the seas 
and bear away his prize ;. for while he 
had life, he would not be robbed of her 
possession. Fathei' A nselm endeavoured 
to i^ress this ardent burst of feeling, 
and his gentle and winning address, his 
good sense, and the influence- which he 
had always been accustomed- to exert, 
brought Walter to reawon, and he sin- 
cerely promised to be guided by his 
candid advice, and to attempt nothing 
unbecoming his duty as a lover or a son. 
. Having amply satisfied his imind re- 
specting his beloved EUlen, he next pro* 
ceeded to inquire respecting the Mont- 
fort family : he ardently desired to hea< 

Eft respecting 
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respecting sir Herbert de Lacgr ; ttnd yet 
such was bis babitual respect towacds^ 
&ther Amelm^ that be ^scarcely knew 
bow to put a question whidi migltt wear 
the appearance of intrading upon bis 
eonfidence. He first Tentured to ask 
whether sir Herbert -vxas their guest ? 

^ No,** -saad fkdier Ansehn. 

Whether Julia was in good jspiritis ? . 

** Certainly not,'' replied the father. 
* ^ And what can niake her now un- 
happy ?'' said Walter ; ^ is :she not 9£ 
the very .summit of ber widies P"* 

. -^ Alas r repUed the confessor, ^* I kft 
ber at the very brink of despair^ and my 
heart Ued for ber .sorrows*'' 

^ G»ood heavens !" exdauned- Walter,. 
"* how unintelligible is this !" 
- Tlie confeissor paused awhile; he felt 
there was much it was his duty to con- 
ceal, 
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but Hsnt there was somewbat he 
niighl arevefS to one who Jiad so lateif 
been- intimatc|yiOoniiected wiih the in- 
terests of Julia, land who was still the 
Oiriy ^person acquainted with the secret 
rf Jier eaigagement.-^*^ I ,'^roeive,'' said 
the good maa, ^tbe lestsarot .iny sSende^ 
impoaes npon yoa; that silence my duty 
dtiU obliges me to maintmiif-*-^! dare not 
unfold the sad tale of mystery whiclv 
hangs aver.tliedesbiny.of sir Herbert de 
liaqfT andtJidia deMontfortr you sae 
the . Hast peiMn to ^ whom soch oiroum^ 
stjance^ miglit be detailed^ and neitheir 
your exertions nor the united efibrts tat 
uiankind could ranove those obstacles' 
which now and for ever must prevent' 
their union." 

•** Must prevent their unionr re-echoed' 
Walter, " Then must I retvirn a cap* 

tive 
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tiVe to those unwilling i^ldnd:! have 
but just escaped? must the unhappy 
Julia again bsc6me the portion of the 
mbre unhappy Walter?*' 

. " Hold, my 5on !" said Anselm^. *' can 
you suspect Julia of such gross indfeli' 
cacy ? do' you suppose her afflicted soul; 
torn with ^ohizitig emotions and burst-, 
ing with sorrow; can calm its gri^ and 
re$t its hopes on you ?-r-She has receiv- 
ed a shock whlch^ imparted with all the 
caution of which I was> master, arid soft^ 
ened with all the mnsolation of w}ii<& 
it was capable, has proved too violent 
for her tend^ frame, and I fear will 
prove more than she can bear, more 
especially if sir Herbert arrives at her 
father's before my dispatch can . readi: 
him, urging him to return, no more to 
this unhappy neighbourhood, and con-, 

vincing 
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wincing him of the inevitable failure of 
his hopes. Should she have to encouiv- 
tfap a meeting with him, I tremble for 
its consequences.; and had not my pre. 
jsence been unavoidably required by ba- 
ron Owen, here, I ^should myuelf have 
jsought an interview with sir Herbert, 
ai)d have entirely precluded the possibir 
lity of his meeting Julia*"; • 

" I heartily sympathize with the mi- 
series of Julia," returned Walter, " find 
earnestly cr^ye your pardon for my sel- 
fish and unfeeling conduct: it. was ,a 
moment in wh^ch ^he love of Ellen was 
Qontrastfsd in my so^l with; the imwelr 
come possession of Julia, and the fear, 
burst from my lips, most unkindly. I 
am ?orry for her, truly sorry — ^her fate 
i)s most unhappy ; but. if it were united 

to 



Uto' mine, I fear it wduld not mitigati^ 
•lier woes.'* 

" She wiU never tty that «?p®fim0irt, 
he assured," ssiA Either Anselm : '' de^ 
forived of the only object of her wishes^ 
iier present inrtaatiom is tocontinu^ wlkh. 
tost &tber during the short fittinGe 4jf 
kis remaining diays ; and vdien he is Ho 
more, I hope the church Will ^recjeiv* beir 
in its bosom, sooth hei^ wounded ^irit,. 
and prepare her for a blissful 'Eternity.'" 

As the two fii^nds isontkiQi^ di«r 
Mursing, tfifey approached the ^uter 
court of lady Maigaret's abode r Irat ih- 
passinj^ a desolated cottage by ^e roivd. 
mdfe, their eye was caught with some- 
Aing dazzling withii^, which proved to^ 
Be the garment of lady Margaret herse^ : 
Vnse^, they paused and. contmopkted 

this- 
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llmfi&ture pf benevdleiice, this {perfect 
^peeuKiai e£ Christian chmi'^ and humi- 
Jity-^the. mother of a king herself com- 
'fortiqg* the distressed ootti^er^ rfeeding 
the hi^ngry, clothing the naked, speak- 
ing peaee to the trouhkd^ mind. 
' '' Heaven ibless your virtues lOnd re- 
ward your good deeds T said father An- 
selm, as headvanoed into "the eotta^. 
The countess rtunifid ^as he fpoke^ ^and 
with mudi pleasure ^greeted him ^and Bier 
Walter Owien. Thc^y lost no time in 
jeommunicating to ^her^the /happy pur- 
port of their visit, and with tears of joy 
she blessed Heaven for His mercy in 
protecting her preserver, ¥rom the &st 
-moment of their acquaintance she had 
.felt a strong interest for Henry, which 
rhad been ever increasing until the sad 

moment 
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moment of their di<&adfbl sfeparatioif. 
tiow was that prefpossession enhance 
by his gallant conduct and bis suiBTer- 
ings! by the anxietjr his absaiee had 
excited ! by the joy his' safe return ofeca- 
sioned ! — ^She dtetermmed to fose no tinie 
in obteining a personal intwview, and 
^propto^ retinmhig" with tile travellers 
to Castle Owen. In ia wry little time 
every ne<5essary arr^igethent was -nlade ; 
the party ^set off^ .arrived BvMy ^BLt the 
barony's ; arid f^y&h B^ lady Margaret the 
ftappiness* of beholding her deliverer at 
her feet, whilst she poured forthi tiie 
warm effusions '^ her 4^tema) obligations 
to her^gailarrt champion and preserver. 
The tale of his captivity wa» again ro- 
pesffcedi, with every particular of: its ho»- 
»l**si and gratitude to Heaven was^again 
^ < ' expressed 
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^pre^ed' for ihe mendafvik deliTeranoe 
kttely experienced ifrom such inevitable 
destructiom i 

So dmste and ^ cautioos was tiie con- 
dnct'Cf Cedly towards Henry, and so 
dignified was hi6> demeanour,* that no 
t suspicion wiis t^r could be: e:tck€id of 
their mutlial attechmeBt r they r .associ- 
ated with >allvthe/'£peedom>of tdtoiistie 
ease, but it I was only when Idl to^eaeh 
otber^s society, or in the presence of the 
lady Catherine, to whom their secret 
was revealed^ that they enjoy ^ the de- 
iightfiif ^ isitercourse oS • a£Ssction. . But 
these' opportunities frequently oecurred, 
as ther two: sisters wece much accustom- 
ed to walk alone through the surround- 
ing scenepy,- and Henry rery naturally 
became the piartner of these beautiful 
rambler Walter had lately estranged 
. i himself 
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^tiiimrif imuih ffimn Iwfsisteri* society>; 
ciiot liaving > confided in jeitker^of them 
the desires that oppressed bisthcsart^tiiere 
-seemed no /longer that intimate tie {be- 
ctween them that'had dformerl}r^sub6tt«ed, 
t^nd he became 'mitocial find silent. 

The fifst inqiiiiy > Hency.^' heart dbiide 
^him make was Mespeitting )the ihatefiil 
leitrl of ^Lincoln.; howjlong heihid aCaid 
(at "tlm tastle after <hb >dep&r tu r&, ^)md 
^wflbat were still ibis expeetati<m% fwbait 
diis claims ion Cecily ? « - 

''.Alasr said Cecily, '<^y&tfaerdieeds 
«iidt my feeble oppasitio(n*-^he dmkis it 
jnaidenish folly, and calls Upcm >nie to 
•name one irational objection; ;aiid>wiieii 
-I tremblingly whisper llie iname of \m 
odious uncle, /iie itells me he asks >me not 
io marry him, and he defies me to brin^ 
one charge against 4he character i^conr 

duck 



duct' of the n^plieiir; TRs^thiiB indeed* 
his mmfe^as^ yet remaiin iltit«iit^^ botf 
hisMmnd'Fanfi sore isiiofc; and my hopev 
thmigh F^r it is an evil <m^ leads me 
to* iW*h' that he ' miqr publidy ^ commit^ 
himself and that his disgraee may-for* 
ever -dissolve my father's^ dompiaet — a 
comfiaet my lieakt telte me, and tells me 
truly, Hettry, I never can^lalflt*' 

^ But ifhttt doteB^the eirl himself say^i 
«aid^Hetiryv^ 

•* r cannot complain,^ rejrfied ^eeilyf 
^smiling, "of being eithter 'oppressed with^ 
bi^ gallantries or liarasis^ by Ms sdicifa- 
tiohs ; he has scarcely: ^x)nd^scended i ti> 
notice me, and^ has-dnly fevoured-me- 
Ttitft-one private iirtertri^Wi in which lie 
ptDdtemed/ with magnanimous > pomp' 
and' prid^,^ What': was t6 bte ' my dower, 
jmy equipagi^^^ jEdtembntt/ ar^ all ^ otber> 

- appendages 



and aU I wishis^tD'gaMi time,^ iiiitiOi Itid^ 
stands coiffest in all his native wortthi 
lessness; then will the lady" Margafef 
join our standard, and rebeUicnif with 
lier- inftoence at its head^ must' conlMl 
«fif*en a father's nvished; Birtiremeteber, 
Henry, my opposition to.a fathers xjona*- 
mandi can go no further : if it be y<mr. 
imsfortune' to fsal- in obtaining^ his ' ac** 
•^jiescence, if your daims prove tmequid- 
to- your' jmymise, the baron Owen witt^ 
for- erer ' rgeet ^ your alltanee, land^ your* 
Unha|)py-Ceetly must be^ miserable but* 
obedBent." 1 

^ fey bif tH I-^ may boast ^ myself ybur 
4equal," returned Henry: ^* would thatP 
were'as^fiittdi 150 in: vitttte -and in everjr 
other* excellence ! Confidfr in me; mfj^ 
diaresit*- Gecifcfr;. bieair withtrry present* 
hiteifiration, be- firm in' rejeotihg^ this 

odious 




)^|io9$ i^ydi, proim^e ^e agaw that a^ 

^ifmv ^sSimfiffm^ y^ l^is, m^ «y 

Mfihdht Me enmot B#fficientiy rep^ tbf 

^^ Tw V«*l you kuow ycH» ^ifiN^eno^ 

With these wishes : m oonfinHiiig thef^ 
I 49 li^ »9^» TW <^^^ happiness; 

,^^mf».sdhneyeTimmy^ee&€m 

'^'4«»4 sewr m^ »y Jiappls^eiss ijease,^ 
Hiiit ilen^.: ^' to Jcqd^ wysejf he^^ 
hy JV)u, to fe^ i|iy«etf ^^ c^JQirt^jf yoiflr 
mt9f Witt 4iiMmi<^'ine ^ou^ e^iy ^ooL 
iitffjr mi^ 4iR)¥^ aynry iViici^tude« aoi 
49f)n«d^ jiup ithfl^ugb eveory a^otioQ^-i^ 
£€(8%, lof a tone 1 leave ^qu, bi^t, a(^ 
<aMi^ m gsQur &ilb, I Jea^^e yau witb 

. i^roL. n. r confidence : 
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confidence: under the auspices of mf 
honoured friend and patroness, I am san^ 
guine of success ; and wealth once pb* 
Gained, sufficient to support my preten- 
sions to your father's consent, I shall be 
no longer clouded in mystery, but may 
«tand revealed in my native rank and 
character.'' 

How sweetly the hours ^ded away 
whilst opportunity afforded these de- 
Ughtful mterviews ! again and again was 
^le theme of affection repeated, £lnd 
fortunately no earl of Lincoln arrived 
to interrupt their enjoyment With 
minds equally elevated and sentiments 
equally pure, endued wifjh the same na- 
tive dignity of soul^ their intercourse 
was all harmony ; ^some slight shades 
of varianoe algne marked iihciir charac* 

teri 
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ter; Henry's was peculiarly elevated 
and noble, Cecily's remarkably gentle 
and. serene. 
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CHAPTER V. 

It was not long before the countess of 
Richmond took an opportunity of being 
alone with Henry, to question him re- 
specting his future destiny, and to point 
out where her interest might most essen- 
tially benefit his prospects. Lady Mar- 
garet had long wished to penetrate his 
situation, and to discover the cause of 
his uncommon reserve respecting his &- 
mily, a reserve which so ill acccorded 
with the frank and undisguised manner 
so conspicuous in every other part of 
his character ; but it was a vain attempt 
— she could not break the impenetrable 

silenoe 
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silence he still imainiidfied; and, tatord 
than ever confirmed in he^ dpinicth of 
his superiority, and that by birth hfe \tas 
oreletated rank, she detenrnfttd in all 
her efforts to be guided by his wishes. 

^ Henry,** said she, " it ill suits you* 
age and pretensions t() be thus an idler 
and a iff^endthrift of your time. I ato 
)t<^tieM to evihce raj regatd, and to 
kssefi the load of obligation I hare in« 
curred: I look upon you as upon a son ; 
let me ^ume a mother's regard as T^ell 
sA her pretensions ; open your heart td 
mi, tell me your wishes, and allow me 
the gratification of prompting your for- 
tune.** 

^ I have but one desire,*' returned 
Henry, " and am ashamed to name it.'* 

*• Oh, tell me that desire!" said the 
!ady Margaret hastily, *• and without 

F 9 endeavouring 
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endeavouring to penetrate yourmotivTe, 
I wiU gladly promote your views, for I 
am confident they will be just and fair." 

« Then," said Henry, '' I candidly, 
confess, the only hope I entertain is to 
gaia wealth: place me in a situation 
where that may be attained, and, how- 
ever humble the station, however labo* 
nous the task, I will undertake it \)4tb 
pleasure, provided it be neither disho- 
nourable or dishonest." 

Liady Margaret paused; the colon? 
rose in her cheek, and with it an emo- 
tion of vexation, for this was the first 
time she had heard a sentiment esc£^ 
the lips of Henry which she thought 
imw^orthy of him — ^it was the fia^t- time 
she had detected a feeling which she 
could disapprove, that seemed to level 
him w ith other men,, and she was hurt 

at 
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at the discovery : in her own mind she' 
had drawn a subUme picture of his mel 
rits/and had excluded all the selfish pas-' 
sions from her portrait ; she had so long 
dwelt upon his perfections, and studied 
the elevation of his character, that $he 
was ill prepared for a choice which seem- 
ed to'cscdiude all that generous and noble 
sensibility for which she had given him 
such liberal credit But her mind soon 
recovered its tone ; and it occurring to, 
her that he might have some peculiai^ 
motives for his conduct, she proceeded 
to consider how she could best succeed 
in gratifying his wishes. Of all earthly 
gifts, riches was the last her ^n would 
be inclined to bestow — he learnt to pay 
his courtiers in cheaper coin than gold ; 
and the crown had not then that liberal 
supply of lucrative employments in. it€i 

F 4r gift 




gift y^iAth tfiodem times Bai^ inVehfe^ 
It ^as not an eai^ matter t6 detertnihe 
upon ; but haritig considered somi^ fime,. 
sbe thus fevealed the rtstlt of her nlfeffi;^ 
tations:-^ 

^ Hehrjr,'' said she, " I hat^ felt i 
strong cbntentioti withift myself. Be- 
t\veen what 1 wish to do aM vrH&t 1 
6ught to da Wh^ttever toay be yoitf 
desire bf ridie^, t ftel that 1 hate aiUj^e 
i^venue^ to ^tify it; and nothing M 
the xlrbtld cddld give me scr mucB de- 
light ^ t^ mitii&ter tOr yoWr w^hts. fert 
1 feel myself only the guardian 6f strt** 
lent tne by Heitven, and desigAied fdt 
liacred purposes : if t iiadulged the ealr^ 
nest desire of my heart, and made yoii 
sharer o£ tx\f wedth, I should rbb th& 
boor and the destitute — the cries bf the 
Wdow would reach Heaven Against me,. 

and 
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ftttd the tears of the orphan .would accase 



^ Wound hot tny wtil -thus;' s^ct 
Henxy, hastily interrupting her^— ^' your 
kindness has betrayed the secret desire 
(sf toy heart. Oh, kt not your cruelty 
rob me c£ my own esteemf make me 
not n begi^ on your love; ImmUe me 
not in my awn eyte; and, what is still 
more, oh, let me not be lowered iii 
yourt r 

•* Yott hare done nothing to lessen 
yourself in my love," said the lady Mar- 
garet, afiected 1^ hiA distress. '* If my 
Wordfal offended you, they shall woilnd 
you no more: I will be guided simjdy 
by your directions* I will consult with 
the king, and ere long you shill heat 
from me your destiny. But,"^ ccmtinufed 
fche, smifing^ ^ I will never hear of ytkit 

F 5 ^^ joining 
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jomiBg those adventurers upon the seag 
— that is the only project I oppose; J^ 
value your life too much to risk it^npon 
so great a venture." . . : 

Here the ladies Catherine and Cecily 
joined the party. Xiady Cathediue jeur. 
gaged the countess of Kichmo^d iii c^v 
versation, whilst Cecily led the .way to 
the organ^ and^ assisted by Henry, ac* 
Gompanied its solemn, tc^es with hei: 
own voice. Lady Catherine was ampsr 
ing the countess with the conclus^>n of 
her own engagement to the earl de Blois; 
nothing could be more' ludierpvis than 
the whol^^ afl^ir had been.; h^ &ther 
bad never doubted that a mutual, gpod 
understanding subsisted between them, 
whilst Catherine had great difficulty in 
repelling bis odious gallantries. She be- 
gan to despair of ever inducing him to 

yield 
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yield his pretensions, when overcharge^ 
natiuHs assisted her designs ; for indulg-^ 
ing pne day as usual too eagerly in the 
pleasures of the table, and having acconu* 
panied an intemperate dinner with copi- 
ous draughts of wine, he was suddenly 
seized with a fit,, was carried, firom thQ 
ianqueting-roqm senseless, and thougl^ 
his body recovered the attack, his mind 
neyej properly recovered its energies; 
and fprtunately for his intended bride^ 
he was no longer deemed a fit husband 
for her acceptance. 

A cavalcade was now seen crossing; 
the park, and tl^at cavalcade proved to. 

be the earl of IJncoln*s. Cecily froni 

*■ ■ , • 

the window first observed it : the colour 
fled her cheek, and Henry seeing her 
countenance change, followed her eyes 
with his. He was not slow in marking 

if 6 the 
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ihe cause of lier diStreiig ^ the sduiM of 

..I - . 

the orgaii and of the voice cdslSed, itld 
^ness clouded the Ibatiirei^ df Ixlih, 
Cecily woiiia havfe retired, btit Hettfj^ 
aetairied her. — " Rob me not of the joy 
dt your presence at leaisit, thy Ceeily,'^ 
«aid he; "if fbrbfdderi to d^Jptbafch of 
dddres* yinl, riflbw me the eOttifort of 
Watchifig yoiir isteps diid h^riilg the^ 
Mutid of yout" voibe; stUy stt least till 

* 

this hated intruder shall arfive, ifid by 
his pfesence end our joy.*^ 

•* Why is this abrut)t cdliclu^On r 
sud lady Margati^t: ** What kM you 
Hmt yon both hAtre stopped the sdbg 
^d ceased your ihihstrelsy ?" 

Ceojy in few ivordar explaihed the 
&t\is^ of their abrupt cc»it:lusi6ii. 

^ By this token,'* said lady Mai^ret, 
tinilihg, •* one may siipjpose you are agi- 
tated 
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lated with eager haste and animated 
with joy to meet your adorer, Cecily. 
The earl of Lincoln's suit advances, and 
poor Henry must now expect to be 
quite deserted.'* 

Far was lady Margaret from guessing 
the cause of her emotion, but shfe truly 
imagined it {>roceeded ratbei* from char 
grin than from satisfaction at the earVs 
arrival, ^e now began seriously to ex«^ 
hort Ctecily to behave kindly to the man. 
her father had selected for her ; not ta 
yield to prejudice, or be guided by ca- 
price: but little did she imagine what 
strong cause there was for Cecily's aver- 
sion. 

'. A servant now advanced into the 
i?oom, to announce that the earl of Lin- 
coln was below. 

" Is Miy one with him?" asked Cecijy. 

"My 



d 
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•* yiy lord is with him, madam,*' re* 
iJkxl the sen'aiit, " and desired me to 
let you and my lady the baroness know 
of the earl's arrival." 

•• Do you not descend?" said lady 
3Iargaret, as the servant shut the door. 
" I shall await my lord here," replied 
Cecily ; " for surely he should advance 
tome.** 

** I believe you have reason,." said the 
countess ; and the party remained silent; 
for some time awaiting his approach ; but 
he came not, and conversation was re- 
suming its charms, »id some of the party 
liad for awhile forgotten the guest be- 
low, when the door opened, and the earl 
at length entered, his face suffused with 
a €rims(»i which portended violent an- 
ger. Having hastily bowed to the ladies,- 
he advanced to Cecily, and in a tone 

more 
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more of authority than complaint he 
thus addressed her : — 

" You have used me ill, lady Cecily ; 
two hours have I awaited you below* 
You had your father's orders to descend^ 
and you have disregarded us both. By 
what authority am I thus tr^ted with 
scorn and contempt ?'* 

" I was esrpecting you here," said lady 
Cecily mildly ; " for I have been taught 
to think that a gentleman should alwpys^ 
seek a lady." 

" Poohr exclaimed the earl—". aU 
obsolete gallantry and trash!— r- 1 wa« 
ushered into the apartment where every 
noble gu€st is received, and I had a riglit 
to expect you would attend me there." 

He now cast an angry glance on Henr 
ry^ who stood in proud dignity, scarcely 

able 



able to i^pres^ the indignant fe^trg 
which in spite of him, though it did hot 
betray itself in words, was visible in his 
whole cbiintenance. Lord Lincolh eyed 
him with attention, and jealous of thatt 
(Commanding superiwity with whieb nat- 
iiilrd had invented him, and envying him 
his fine person and address, he fitmi that 
mdment eonceii^. a dislike which ra^. 
J)idly gtew into hatred. 

It miist be owned> kdy Margaret had 
conceived no very favourable impression 
ftom this specimen of the earl'is charac- 
ter, but she was too wise and too liberal 
to fcftm a judgment from otie drcum-* 
StancJe, which might have had its rite 
from some casual dduse of ill tetaper. 
iShe determined not to leave Castle Owen 
until an answer arrived to her dispatch 

to 



to the king respecting Heniy, atid she 
Hioped to like the earl better oh a fartftei^ 
acquiaintatice. 

When the king's answer arrived, it 
contained art tftder for Hemy*ii inrniedr- 
ate? journey to coort, and a promise of 
patron%^ an3 protection. Henry wai 
pr&par^ to dbey thfs sammoni^, and al-' 
though he kft Cecily irt the h^rids rf 
hli rival, yH snch was his tc^fi^hce itk 
her afPe6tidn towards him, and her kfeU 
Sidh towards the eAri, that he left he* 
tvitfaout fear : hi^ only misery was hei? 
absence — his only anxiety his future 

r 

success. 

He t6ok leave of all his firietids with 
that real sorrow \thich must ever attend 
a separation frdm all that is loved. He 
ivas about to enter the world alone — to 
encounter all its perils and its pleasures^ 

unguided 
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unguided and- unrestrained. He was| 
universally beloved at Owen Castle, and 
all its inhabitants mourned his depar- 
ture. Father Anselm had . long con- 
ceived a particular regard for him; h^ 
was proud of his virtues, and felt that 
he was an ornament to huw^n nature ^ 
but he trembled lest this pure and hi<r 
therto unspotted soul should be conta^ 
minated by evil example and the force 
of temptation : his blessing and advice 
were not wanting to restrain the efiectsi 
of corruption, and his prayers were of-, 
fered to Heaven in. his behalf. 

The night before his departure he con-? 
trived to secure a few minutes' uninter- 
rupted conversation with Cecily: he 
promised she should have frequent in- 
formation of his adventures, and he held 
out an uncertain hope that ere long h^ 

sliould. 
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should have it in his power to make 
some rational excuse for appearing again 
amongst his friends in Wales. Their 
farewell was sad, but not hopeless; ever 
sanguine of future good fortune, and 
happy in their mutual attachment, they 
veoonciled themselv.es with fimiiiess tg^ 
the icresistible decrees^ of necessity^ 



«i< 
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CHAPTER VL 



Whei^ Julia bttd mourfifuAy bid ndi^ 
to father Anselm, and with him to ^very 
earthly hope and joy, her heart could 
scarcely contain its dismay and griei^ 
Her first wishes were directed towards 
Ellen Percy, that on her faithful bosom 
she might repose her sorrows : she felt 
her situation now peculiarly solitary; her 
only companion was her father, whose 
indifferent state of health usually con* 
fined him to a sick chamber; he was 
likewise anxious once more to see his. 
old favourite ; and her sister being mar* 
ried, it was agreed to send a summons 
Vw i. ta 
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to recall her^ and. Julia addei^ a private 
niessage that she was uiuirdyi, mid eart- 
nestly requested her immediate mtum. 

This wa8\a pleaibat £Uen xx)uid not 
withstand ; besides/ as Waltz's visits 
ware now much relaxed, the objectum 
to her cetum to lord Moiitfin^t's wm in 
a great aieasure obviated, luod she §mr 
aed that even father Ansdm would not 
object, luider such dreumstances, tp\her 
xemovaL ^ Her heart beat high with &§- 
ultatbii as she tibus rieiasoned and thus 
d^ddad; and it was ttrith ififinite tetia- 
&etaoii s^e turned hen bade upon her 
native home^ and todk &^ more agveeh 
able read to lord de Montfortf s. 

But when EHen's Bye^ met Julia, how 
was «he 4iocke^ to observe Hie altero- 
tioni gaef bad alrea^ tnade in her «oun- 
tenaneet She lookod fde, a|id thin, and 
. ^ miserable; 
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miseraUe ; and so imich were her spirits 
•eAiaken, that sheTeeeived h6r iHend with 
a i burst of tears. An explanation soon 
took place, and Julia relieved her heart 
4)y talking of sir Herbert) > of his ardour 
and her own affection^ and ishe ended 
with the cruel ckcutnstanee of their 
mutual disappoiiltment But when El- 
len inquired the reason of^liieir iepara- 
tion, Julia was silent, and dedined te- 
vealing the dreadful cause of thdt event. 

Ellen's own situation so nearly rc^seln- 
bled her fiiend's^ tiiat she reactily sympa- 
thized in her sorrows, imd &eely raixigfed 
her tears^ with hers. There was one oom- 
fort that 'Ellen lacked^^he consolation 
x)f unburdening her own heart to Julia, 
•which a sense of delicacy forbade. 

For scmie days sir Herbert >de Lacy 
iwas the <mfy theme of eonyersatioii, and 

Julia 
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Jiilia seemed much relieved.by exhaust- 
ing the interesting silbject. . She wai 
one morning s611 discoursing upoti his 
merits in her own apartment alone with 
£llen, when a servant entered to an- 
nounce that sir Herbert de Lacy was 
below, and desired to see^ady Julia for 
one moment alohei. The message threw 
her into - inoone^vable agitation ; she 
covered her face with her hands, and het 
distress was only evinced by the sdbs she 
\ uttered. 

** Will you sei^ hull?'* said Ellen J 
*' dare you tmst yourself in his prie^ 
isetice?'* 

(^ Oh, isparetne that pang?' rettimed 
Jqliaa— ^^ I cannot, cann6t meet his eye. 
Descend «id tell hito it is in vain he 
asks to . see me--J can say noQung t6 

4H»is6le liis gifie£* . 

Ellen 
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£lkD pnepaied ta exiecutc the moortti; 
fvA taskf but |)e Ia^ bfd lieard tb? 
¥»ioe <^ ivi^i b» impetwmty w<ni]4 
^ be wetr^ffiedf aod be burst into this 
^f^frpBoqaLrrr** What cai^ ^his dna^i^i^ 
foessa^ me^" «sud ^ " |j|)^ I ^i? 

^^gw BUe weyier to rettaoEi 4^ f^m dmf 
9Me> 8»4 1 foaSne ^ %^ u^ (t^ Mf 

deuaud aa expkaatkm of iU fiiamnir* 
reoiiiid you of my daims, anc^ ^Wi^yi 
f «P |oWV I-fJSfc up, nay ^ufif, /sfMak 

me AS you were wont to do, with f in^i$ 
9^ 4m¥sae% ftf^ ^ jm 11^% :9«ans 

^y)j^ f P W MV i^I fi^e i!99nti 

her whole fisrae app^jj^ 4ai9«rif#4 

with 
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with agitation. Sir Herbert was alarm- 
ed-^" Speak to me, luy love," said he, 
" speak but one word to comfort me." 

" 1 ^an speak no word of comfort," 
«he 4it lengtli uttered^ ** and 'tis forbid- 
den me to sipeak at all." 

" Who dares forbid it?" said J3e Laqy ; 
^* who dares unbind . those vows &{ k>ve 
and constant you gave aae? who. dares 
control your will freely bestowed ? who 
dares control our union?" 

" Inevitabie fate," said Julia. 

^* Talk not to me of fate," replied De 
Lacy—" I know of Jio fate but the wDl 
of Heaven, and the wiU of Heav^en 
^similed upon our wishes— yielded me 
grace to please you, an ardent desire to- 
possess you, and the power of following 
my inclinations. Can you object to nay 
fortune rank, or characta:? Has your 

VOL. II. G father 
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lather prohibited our intercourse ? have 
♦my family objected to the marriage? — 
No — ^nothing is wanting to complete our 

r 

happiness but your consent, your acqui- 
escence, and that you capriciously, most 
cruelly withhold, in the very moment 
you had promised to confirm if 

•* Break not nay heart thus,'* sighed 
Julia : " believe me, I deserve not tSfis 
'reproach at your hands,'' 

^ Then take away dl cause for re- 
proach— ibe again *o me what you once 
xvere, and, encirded in these fond arms, 
ycm shall hear me call you my own dear 
Julia, pure as the saints above, lovely as 
when your fond perfections first won 
tny admiration. — Speak to her. Miss 
Percy ; nrrite with me in recalling her 
lost affections." 

** Oh, HeAert !" said Julia, " my heart 

already 
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aJready speaks but too strongjy in your 
£ivQur« I QSiinot bear tbi^; conflict: if 
you have any pity. for your lost Julia» 

** By Heaven I swear I'd woner die 

than kav^ you thus ! — T?he€airl de Lacy'^ 

^on was i^eyer bom to crouch ; his high 

rpK^teiisioi»3 BfiigJht txmimand^ authority, 

i 

but I'll hiwxble aiy^elf before thee, Ju* 
lia, and .prostrate at thy feet will sue for 
'jfity. Csm you behold such miseiy im- 
moved? — Oh, Julia !. Julia ! why do yo|i 
^not love me 9tM ?" 

" Alas!" said she, " causes which 
^ught to have sbmigthjeined our affec- 
tion forbid our love." 

*' InexplioaWe .gjrl !" isaid JOe I^acy : 
<' Mid do yo^ .«till own ilsat Section 
subsists and i^iay subsist? Then v/'M I 
<da9p you in loy J»i3iis, &ain !«rbeD«ie no 

G 2 power 
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power on earth shall tear you !" But a$ 
lie would have grasped her, she shriek- 
ed, and started back. 

** My heart recoils with horror from 
your embrace,*' said 4she ; ** fer different 
feelings must possess your soul for me.** 

" And is it thus you treat me, Julia? 
—-Yes, far different feelings shall possess 
my soul: I will teach it to feel con- 
tempt and indignation, disdain and in- 
difference for you ; I will tear you from 
my remembrance, and curse the day 
that ever brought you to my know* 
ledge." 

" 'Tis better to part thus, Herbert^" 
said the mournful Julia : ^' look kindly 
on me, and I ask no more." 

*^ rU look, and speak, and think of 
you as ever," said De Lacy tenderly, 
^' and bury the past in etemd oblivion, 

if 
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if you will explain this strange mystery, 
and with it the cause of your unaccount^ 
able caprice." 

*^ I cannot.^ 

" Tell me that you love me." 

'' I must not." 

« 

*VTell me only that you will still be 
inine-^-and whilst I thus kneeling im- 
plore your pity, tell me that my homage 
and devotion may once more regain you, 
and I am yours as tenderly as ever." 

" I dare not."^ 

" Shameless woman !" cried De Lacy; 
** some happier riv^ must have won 
yoiu: heart, and thus you triumph over 
my misery, insult my love, and dare not 
jreveal your crime. Go on, and glory in 
your guilt ; and when your bridal pomp 
shall fill the church, may it cross the 
grave of your own injured Herbert I" 

G 3 In 
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In saying this, with a eounteffanee 
wffused ivith strong emotion, he hastiF^ 
quitted the apartment, leaving JuHa iit 
a state where life and death seemed 
strongly contending for the mdstery, ' 

It required all the anxious care ' of 
Ellen to recall her to hersetf ; by slow 
degrees she revived, but it was only to 
an acute sense of her own misery: t6 
have appeared in such odious colours i& 
the one whose esteem she most highly 
valued — to be forbidden the power of 

to 

explanation — ^to be deprived erf every 
means of extenuation, were evils hard 
to be borne, and it required all her ef^ 
forts to support them. 

Father Anselm was right in his- con- 
jectures respecting her wishes, few she 
had already determined in her own mind 
to devote herself entirely to her father; 

and. 
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aiid, when his days were elided, to yiel4 
up herself to the church and her lands 
to baron Owen in perpetuity for ever^ 
for his power over her pi^operty was too 
great to be reclaimed. In the present 
acute sts^te of Julia's feelings, the calm 
seclusion of the church offered her the 
most peaceful sanctuary: hers was no 
sacrifice of inclination — ^the world pic- 
tiired to her imagination no pleasures 
which she could ever possess, and there^ 
fore it had no attmctions for Iier; she 
&ncied she saw the hand of Hea\'en vi-, 
sible in this her heavy visitation; sh? 
imagined that in forming the secret ties 
which had knit her fate with sir Herbert 

■ - ' - # 

de ljaicy% without the concurrence of 
her father, in opposition to his stipula- 
tions, and which only awaited his death 
to. be fuifjjjied — she imagined she had 

G 4 committed 
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committed a crime which demanded the 
lyunishment of Heaven, and which had 
now brought down his judgments sor 
heavily upon her. To expiate her of^ 
fence she now deemed her only task; 
her own lieart told her that her present 
sufferings were a^ serere atonement, and 
her future penitence she resolved he» 
whole life should witness. L(»rd de 
Montfoit'3' health had been foi some 
time gradually amendkig — ^not that any 
rational hope could be entertained of his 
entire recovery — his constitution seem- 
ed too mucb broken- to admit of such 
expectetion ? but he might still liv^ some 
time, to reward his daughter's affection* 
ate care. Her attendance upon him was 

* • 

of infinite service to herself, the exer- 
tion'she made in his presence to* conceal 
her griefs, and to keep him in ignc»unce 
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©f her unhappy attachment, effectually 
succeeding in calming her mind ; and 
though she could not appear outwardly 
cheerful, she was inwardly at peace with 
herself.. 

Poor De Lacy was an equal sufferer v 
upon quitting lord de Montfort's^ he 
wandered about like one distracted ; he 
knew not where to bend his steps — he . 
cared not where to lay his head; butfex *: 
quit the neighbourhood where Julik^r, 
breathed was impossible The nextv v 
morning, he watched, concealed from 
observation^ the windows of lord Mont- 
fort's apartments, ^id the moment he 
caught a glimpse of Ellen as she crossed 
from the room without Julia,, he darted 
into the ball, speedily overtook her, and 
grasping her arm, implored her for cha- 

G 5 rity '3 
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rity's s^ke t6 give htui one ttioment% 
audience in the park. 

Elleh instantly aequfesced'; ^nd !cttrf. 
ing him thfovrgh the back-conrts,. and 
through a narrow avenue of trees, to* 
^sc&pe observatioli, they entered a sbady 
jpath, Whidh effectually screened them 
ftoin the house, ^dtJrer iseenfied in- 
dined to^ i^teyrupl; the dead slrtence of 
Ibeir steps: tliey had ivalked tieariy a 
jSciile, RsteHing only to the^sound of their 
Wn feet, when Effeii ventured to inter- 
Trupt their solitude. — ^^ Where we you: 
leading me?" safd she, ** and f(tr >«rlfa!t 
^ni^ose did you britig^ me out ?^ 

" Dear Miss Tetey,'' exclaimed De 
Lady, " if ]^ou are acquainted with any 
^fwrfticulars of this dreadfjorl affair, for 
p^ty'ft sake reveal tihetti ! Oh that yoa 

could 
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could once more convince me of Julia's 
innocence^ wipe away ber perfidy, or 
even tell me of her contrition F go deariy 
is her remembrance still cberi^ibjod, that 
I coold fold her in- my annSr and with 
all the ecstacy.of fond pas^oawin betr 
hack to J(we. I implore yon, tell me 9^ 
you know ! JDk)es bajEon 0w^n still datoi^ 
her for his son ? does he insist upon i^^ 
fulfilment of liis bond ?— If so^^why ^oes 
she so studiously conceal fbe. truth &owi! 
me? — ^Speak to me. Miss Percy, and 1^ 
your words speak comfort." 

^ Alas!" said E&n, " I have none to 
give*-Julia studiously avoids all expla- 
nation with me; but I think I may with 
truth affirm that baron Owen has not 
<x;casioned this affliction, or interrupted 
the harmony of your engagement: it 
remains only in Julia!s bosom to reyeal."* 

G 6 ** And 
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" And is all my pride reduced so 
low?'* said De Lacy mournfully ; "are 
aU the high advantages to which I am 
heir, which I have been taught to sup- 
pose would command every gratification 
'5imd control every desire — ^whi€h I had 
'k>ng flatteted mysdf would level every 
^'difficulty and cAtain me every enjoy* 
mfent^-^^re they all to disappear before 
the caprice of woman? to reduce me to 
**r abj6ct state of despondence ? to level 
4ne \rith' tlie veriest wretch that lives? 
~-Oh, Julia f is it thus you instruct me 
ih so severe a- lesson — you who had pro- 
mised ta teach me joy, and had already 
'Shewn so fair a picture ?'' 
- " Strange as appearanoea seem," said 
Ellen, " and much as they appear to 
convict Julia, yet believe me, sir Her- 
bert, and be convinced that she is inach 

cent 
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<5erit — that she even now suffers as bitter 
anguish as yourself, and is equally the 
victim of sorrow^" 

**^ It is in vain you would persuade 
me," cried De Lacy : " have not I pa- 
tiently endeavoured to unravel this hi-^ 
deous mystery? have not I attempted 
to acquit her^, and by eveiy means to 
account for her strange conduct? — and 
had she any rational motives for her be- 
haviour, would she conceal them from 
me? would she causeliessly endure such 
foul suspicion ?— One odious inference- 
alone can be drawn — I have a rival : but 
I'll watch for him, and pursue him. to 
his conceaUnenfe; and when he is found, 
my sword shall, make him pay for his 
presumption." 

" You will find an airy victim only 
then," said Ellen—" your vengeance 

will 
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will obtain an easy victory, for I am 
well assured no human being but your- 
self now occupies the mind of JuHa," 

" Miss Percy," he returned, " you are 
^her a deceiver or yourself deceived : 
hut love is more keen, can penetrate the 
wiles of woman, can observe her frailty, 
and can avenge itself of her perfidy. 
From this moment J discard Julia fronsc 
ifiy thoughts, will' execrate her memory 
ifftd dwell upon her treachery till I ha3i^ 
Ik&mt to hate her name. Tell her that 
De Lacy is too proud to wear her chains : 
lihe forged them in deceit, and I 4SH9t 
them ofip with disdain ; she loved me 
ni^ith only the appearance of sincerity^ 
iut I scorn her with aU the reality of 
<5ontempt and aversion.'* 

These were words easily uttered, but 
not so easily practised : whilst De Xiacy 

pronounced 
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pronounced them, he felt that his heart 
and tongue were at variance; but they 
in iSome measure served to appease the 
irritation of bis soul, and to calm the* 
haughty pride of his character* Nothing 
was said on either side that could impart 
any real satisfacticm ; and upon returning 
to the house, they parted, Ellen loaded" 
with a thousand reproacbes to Julia, and' 
tar Herbert scarcely the less miseraWe 
for having imparted them. 



CHAP- 



1-36 THE FAMILIES OF 



CHAPTER VII. 

When sir Herbert de Lacy first receiv- 
ed the tidings which had caused him so 
much misery, he was in waiting upon 
Hie king; but, regardless of the duties 
of his station or of the offence his ab- 
sence might excite, he made some slight 
excuse and disappeared from court. His 
interests therefore now imperiously de- 
manded a speedy return : from his inter- 
view with Julia he had indeed received 
no comfort, and although he ardijntly 
desired to see the confessor, and question, 
him upon the motives of his strange in- 
terference, could he reasonably hope to 

gain 
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gain any explanation from him which 
Julia refused to give — which her own 
justification so loudly demanded? Fa- 
ther Anselm might indeed lecture him 
upon patience and resignation, discourses 
whidi he was at pres^it in no mood to 
receive, but satisfaction he despaired of 
obtainmg; and resolving to come back 
as soon as possible, and watch the mo* 
tions of Julia, he now forced himself to 
bid adieu to Wades and return with all 
speed to court As he stood high in the 
king's favour, he made his peace with a 
better grace than he had anticipated, and 
his whole mind was now bent upon en- 
suring a longer means of absence, upon 
revolving again and again the strong 
cause he felt for suspicion, and upon ar- 
ranging the most certain means of de- 
tection. 

Notwithstanding 



£ 
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Kotwithstanding he was so absorbed 
in reflection, he could not avoid hearing 
the general voice of praise which the re- 
cent arrival of a stranger had already- 
excited : in the antichamber, his noble 
demeanour, his fine features, the grace 
and dignity of his whole person, were 
the universal theme of admiration ; and 
this was the oftener repeated and the 
more forcibly observed, because it had 
been remarked that the king himself 
had been much struck with his com.-* 
manding figure. 

It was not long bef(M^ De Lacy war 
enabled to judge of this model of manly 
beauty, for as the courtiers were can-*- 
vassing his merits, the stranger entered 
De Lacy soon joined in the admiration 
he excited, and inquired of sir Harry 
Mowbray his nanxe and title. 

"" Titles 
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*' Title he has none,'* answered sir 
Harry, " and who he is no one can dis-^ 
Cover. He is lately arrived from Wale^ 
sent by the king's mother, and is most 
courteously received by his majesty." 

" From what part of Wales?" said 
the fearful De Lac}% i 

** From the countess of Richmond's^ 
I hear, to whom he has rendered some 
essential service." 

De Lacy's suspicious mind was easily 
roused ; he determined to discover whec- 
tber he had been long with the countess^ 
at least long enough to gain acquaint- 
ance with her friends^ He soon obtain-^ 
ed an introduction to the stranger, whom 
it may be easily guessed was no other 
than Henry Werter* One of the first 
questions he put was to ascertain whe- 
ther 



r 
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ther he had any knowledge of lord 
Montfort's family. 

" Certainly," said Werter ; ** I have 
had the honour of being lord MontfortV 
guest." 

** And do you know Miss Montfort 
likewise ?** returned De Lacy. 

^^ Indeed I do, and well remember her 
kindness." 

" Do you admire her?" 

•* Who can see and not admire hw?^ 
replied Henry, with much gallantry.r 
but little did he think the trouble his 
words were calculated to inspire. From 
this slender foundation a jealous and ii^ 
ritable mind drew alarm. De Lacy 
pondered upon the circumstance:, he 
had but lately left the neighbourhood* 
be had seea and been acquamted with 

Julia,. 




OWEN A^D DE MOOT^FORT, 141 

^ulia, and it was but too probable that 
Julia would be disposed to add her tes- 
timony to the universal admiration hi« 
•superiority excited: this was the light 
in which his tainted imagination viewed 
*the affair ; and to be eclipsed by suck a 
nameless rival— rto be rejected for such 
401 upstart, was most revolting to his 
^ride, and added a fresh pang to his 
; grief. Already had prejudice taken such 
fast hold of his temper that he sought 
£very occasion of aggravation arid of- 
fence/ and it required all the gentleness 
-and forbearance of Henry io repress his 
spleen and prevent open dissension. 

But fortune^soon gave Werter an op- 
portunity of disarming his anger, for 
passing one day to prince Arthur's apart- 
ments, he found De Lacy in one of the 
chambers in a state of high irritation, 

bravely 
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bravely defending himself against a set 
of bravoes, who, instigated by some l<^y 
peer ofiended at sir Herbert'<s haughty 
demeanour, were insulting him with btt- 
iter raillery and taunting jests. Wertei:, 
indignant at such oowacdly treatment, 
immediately came forward ; "bis majestic 
jond imposing air dismayed the.assmlaiits, 
and affirming that sir Herbert 4e Lacy 
^,vas a gentleman mid a man of honour, 
and so esteemed tiux>ughout the icourt, 
he -defied any man ^ the paiiit <rf liis 
«word to disprove his words. Not <m!S 
iof these poltroons were so disposed to 
prove :thdr assertions ; one by one ti&ey 
disappeared, and left ek Herbal: not a 
little i^urprised at the generous oonduet 
of his champion. But Henry 's mind was 
not to be moved by unworthy i^ecoUec- 
4i<»is: it was sufficient ithat he jaw sir 

Herbert 
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Herbert de Lacy injuriously treated ; 
he waited not to ocmsider wlietlier that 
man were his friend or foe before lie 
flew to his relief. 

Sir Herbert, who, though of an impe- 
tuous temper, was neither ungenerous 
*or unjust, felt the superiority of Werter's 
i)ehaviour: he offered him his hand, and 
aftef^hanking him in the most grateful 
^rms for his timely assistance, acknow- 
ledged his own ill conduct and craved 
his forgiveness. Henceforward they be- 
came friends ; but still a doubt would 
sometimes cross the mind of De Lacy, 
a rankling feeling of distrust, for which 

Henry could by no means account ; he 

* 

felt he never gave him cause of offence, 
and yet he saw he was frequently offend- 
ed, and that it was with iJhe greatest dif- 
ficulty 
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*ficulty he suppressed his irritation : tt 
was in those moments when Henry ea- 
Tsually alluded to his residence in Wales, 
and by his thoughtless observations re- 
vived all De Lacy's fears. And truly De 
!Laey had apparently some groimd for 
^prehension : Henry never touched up- 
on the theme but with enthusiastic emo^ 
lion ; he acknowledged that the most in- 
teresting ties attached him to the neigh* 
'bo^rhood of the countess of Richmond, 
and he plainly discovered an intimate 
acquaintance with the premises and do- 
mestic affairs of lord Montfort. Under 
such circumstances it was not j)robable 
the two imaginary .rivals would culti- 
vate a real intimacy: day by day De 
Lacy again estranged himself, and al« 
though he still continued outwardly 

civil, 
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ttvil, he inwardly" noarished a dislikei 
ittd resolved to wsatck fatm with ik6 
tnost guarded circumspectiGn.' 
■< Henr^ Wetter was iplaoed hf theldn^^ 
ibout the person of ihe hehr-apparent; 
prince Arthur; he iiad indeed given 
him no -regular aj^cantmdiA, ' tmt h0 
had evi^otly. already gained afon die 

« 

affections of the young f>rinoe^ and in 
the course of time he had much to hopt 
from such a connexion. It was at ^is 
timis an embassy was dispatched^ to Spain 
on prmce Arthur^s account, and Werter 
would have been appointed in the«uite, 
but not being of honourable &mily, it 
was necessary his name should be erased. 
This was a sensible mortification to Hen- 
ry ; he felt the humiliation to which the 
want of rank subjected him, more espe- 
cially now that he had associated with 
-y^f^li. H the 
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the flower of die Englbb ycmdi. Kature 
hud indeed fitted him for the courts of 
kings, and he was a notable instance 
bo^ €*t ft i^ superiority of soul'' can 
efj^lise the iiiiaginary splendour of rank 
amd weakbb It was soon observed thi^ 
^p most elevated and bonoiuraUe cha* 

■ • 

racters wer^ tiie frieiids of Wevter, and 
^ wa^ only the ofi&pring of newly* 
creaAed rank that caviSed at bos high 
mdritSt and scoffed at bis pietenskiRfify 
wbilst ihey secretly envied the &tino- 
^om ahtady bestotrad upon him 1^ hi^ 
ipximreh. 
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CHAPTER vm, 

HfiKRY kad not heet^ Img settlect dl 
^oiirt when he was naete the jc^ftil 
%eafef of tidtflhgs &6m the kkig t^ his^ 
jnelher. De iMsy no sooner hemrd of 
iMs HdyssioB: than he secre^ prepareel' 
^ SMovr him, and 1^ nanowfy watehs- 
5flg hi» motioiis^ ^30 make this jeumey 
the test ef his stts^iidbns, and at once 
cOB&m or refute his fears; he accord-* 
ingl J appGed i&r leanre of sAisence, deteiv 
imned that na interruption should oeeur 
ta his^ plans^ but that he would ncfW 
trace his ii^ries to their source. He- 
set off only^ a few hours^ after IJenry^ 
'- < ■- H 8 that 
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that he might the better avoid suspidofik 
and had previously taken leave of hiih 
at court, studiously withholding fix>m 
him all knowledge of his intentions. 

In obedience to the royal mandat<% 
Henry directed his first attention to 
Pembroke Casde: he delivered bis £$* 
patches with modest graee, and paid his 
homage to the countess with unbounded 
gratitude for the condescending interest 
she expressed. He next ventured to in* 
quire after his fiiends at Owen Castle, 
and he had the mortification to learn, 
that the earl of Lincoln was at present 
their guest, but that in two days he 
woidd take his departure. Much - as 
Henry desired to meet Cecily, he re- 
solved to await until the absence of the 
earl would render their meeting happy ; 
for in his presence^ or ^ven were be in 

the 
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tlie neighbourhood, Could they -anticipate 
enjoyment? 

De Lacy was all this time a spy upon 
his actions; he followed him to Pem^ 
broke Castle, a^d his heart beat high 
within him when the following day he 
saw him take the road that led to lord 
de Montfort's — when he saw him follow 
that route^ and actually stop at his man- 
sion; he could scarcely repress the tu- 
hmltuous feelingsr of his breast, but still 
he determined. to forbear, and watch the^ 
event of his visit and reception. He ^aw 
Henry admitted, he saw him through, 
the window kindly greeted by Julia, 
and he waited to see no more: in his 
mind there could remain no shadow of 
cbiibt-^ulia was unfaithful. The un* 
happy man, no longer master of his feel- 
mgs, burst into a passionate flood of 

H 3 tears : 
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teuTB : tbey served to relieve &id Gffr&^ 
sion ; and, roused to a sense of injuredf 
pride, he determined to await the returii 
of his nvai, and cbidiei^ him to re« 
nounce his life or yield his k>ve. 

But his patience was yet to be seveare;' 
ly tried. After a pretty long interview 
with the £»nily wi^in^ Henry came 
f!»*tb, and turning aside from tbe patb 
where De Lacy stood^ an4 which ledi 
immediately out of the park, he chose 
one which carried him to a neat lodge 
in the wood. Here also the vindictive 
De Lacy followed, and placed himsdf 
in such a situation that Werter could 
not escape. He would not interrupt his 
visit to the cottage^ for lie was deter-- 
mined that no witness should observe 
his conduct, but he threw himself upon 
the ground> and with his eye iSxed upon 

lie 
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&e oottage^door, awaited as a tiger to 
sptii^ upon his victiin. The time thus 
gained stiU added fresh impulse to his 
fiirjr: he dwelt upon the joy this in** 
trader had interrupted — the perfidy of 
Jidia, whith could not he too severe^ 
ly punished-«*-his own wounded pride^ 
wfaidi, in his est^ihatiQn, was afeMst As 
dear as his love ; he pcmdered tipon all 
tiiese drcumstancesp «ntU his tnind was 
wrought to a state of frenay. v« V 
At length tbe cottage-door opened ; a 
veneiuble female figure was seen^ aiicl 
De La(^ recognized in her an^ oM faiths 
ibr servant ef the femilv,'whom he liad 
often seen at lord de Montfbrt's, and 
who had now a residence allotted to her- 
self and husband in the park t he saw 
Henry idip some kind tdk^i in her hand^ 
and at l^gth take his departure. 

H 4 De 
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* X>e Lacy rose from the grass^ and ixt 
an. attitude of defiance filled the path- 
way. As Henry advanced he recognized 
De Lacy, and was preparing to greet 
him with the surprise such & meeting 
occasioned, when he was efiectiiaUy stop- 
ped by De Lacy drawing his sword and 
txclaiming-^*' Upon tftis spot either ^u 
<ar I naust die T* 

*' Good Heavens r return^ Hemy 
Wester, ** what nicans this noa&ess?" . 

•* I came not here to be trifled with, 
fir !** replied I>e I^aey in a voice of thun- 
d^;/" you may £biQk yourself too well 
treated when I allow you the isatisfao* 
tion of a gei^tleman. Many meii of my- 
rank would have hired some vile'assassinr 
to execute their vengeance; hot I scora 
such cowivrdly deeds, and will measure 
arms with you as with Wi eq.u£d. Come 

on^ 
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whom Heaven pros- 



^ t without I know the 
combat," said Heray 
>r what reason has sir 
' followed me hece? 

inie?*^ 

's presuming to love 

ovedr said De I^cy 

)u knew not of mv 

id I will punish her 

lood ; jour life shall 

f her treachery; she 

• your untimely fate, 

^h at her sorrows and 

ry of her grief* 
you will repent this frcn- 
ir Herbert,'' replied Werter. 
ly Julia de Montfort is the 
rhom you allude, Ix; assured 
H 5 your 
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your suspick)ns are wiioliy without foui^ 
dation.'* 

" ImpudeBt cfeceTver T* exdaimed De 
Lacy ; " when my eyes have even now. 
behehl yoor reception ^ind witnessed 
Julia's c(Miduct-*-when I see you h^ce 
and observe your intiniacy) whilst every: 
thing convk^ yott^ you dare deny it !*— 
;(>^nd yourself f said be^ making ar 
thrust 

** Heaven is my witness,*^ said Heniy^ 
d^ending himself ^ tliat falsehood ha& 
never sullied my lips. Not all your rage». 
sir Herbert, shall provoke me to attack 
your Ufa I see and pity your impetuo- 
sity; all my care ^all be directed toi 
parry your aims ; and may some mo- 
ment of reflection correct your eiror and 
restore your reason !" 

So saying, they fought, De Lacy witb. 

all 
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a& t^e fiiiy of utigovecnable passion^, 
Henry with all the caution of a prudent 
warrior: as he bent liis whole care bpon 
defending his person, he easily succeed- 
ed m .warding every blow;> in this-man^ 
nerthe battle might have beenfong pro^ 
tracted, until exhausted nature cmld H<y 
k»iger endure the contest, had not De 
Laepv in springing forward te give his 
thrust additional force, fallen upon the 
guard 6i his antftg(mii&t ; his sword miss-^ 
cd its aim and struck into the ground;, 
and with such fot^e that the weli-teriii^ 
pered steel broke short in. two; 

A sudd^ pau3emux;eedied, when H^n-* 
vy proudly ad vsyneed, and putting his^ 
sword intbtheliandti c^ De Lacy, bade 
lam ^mptete his purpose.— **YQtt have 
feught,'' said he, ^'against a man prede- 
termined not to i^tum yoiu: attack; as 
't • h6 that 
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that project has failed/ it will be equally 
bcave to destroy him as he stands before 
yoo,** :' 

De Lacy shrunk abashed ; the impe- 
tuosity of his c(»iduct, his jNremature 
and violent attedc» covered him with 
eonfiision : in a tone of humility he 
thus exdaimed:— " Oh, Werter^ why 
are yoii always thus to rise so greatly 
my superior? why in every situation do 

you thus subdue nie? — ^Why did you 

» 

not take my life? Julia is lost to me, 
9nd I care not* what beeames of my ex- 
istence !"^ ^ 

" I swear/' said Wertei) ''that my 
sword shall eter be as guiltless of your 
life as my lleart is c^ aspiring to the ob* 
ject of your afFectaonsw Why so strong 
an infatuation should have possessed 
your mind, I am at a losa to conjeotureJ! 

"Will 



~ " Will you swear,** said De Lacy, 
*^ that you neither love Miss Montfort 
nor that she loves you ? that your late 
visit was the mere effect of chance ? and 
will you pr<»nise never to repeat it?" 

** Your first questions,'* replied Henry, 
•* I have already answered ; and as ypu 
have pronounced yourself most nearly 
and dearly interested in that lady's affec- 
tions, I will not scrujde to satisfy your 
anxiety,, and most solemnly to afiimi 
that I am no bar to your success witb 
her. My visit now was by no means 
premeditated — ^it was rather an unluckyr 
chance which a£brded me the oppbrtu^ 
nity to pay it: but respecting yxmr pro* 
hibition never to be seen within these 
walls again, it is a promise you have no 
right to exact, and it is a request with 
which I am not prepared to comply." 

"Do 
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" Do yoa purpose returning h^« Be- 
ibre you go back to coiui?" inquitedi 
De Lacy anxiou^. 

^' My tijne will be more pl^asantl^ 
engaged, I hope,'^ answered Henry ; 
** but," continued he, smiling, "if E 
should chance to meet you Beie agahvl 
hope it may j^rove a more agreeaUe. rea^h 
counta*."^ 

The ease and unembarras&e^ aiF wit& 
which Henry spalce, seemed greatly tor 
convince De Lacy of the trudt of his^ 
assertions^ besides, these .was sotnetliin^; 
in his noble sar and ingenuous tnanneii' 
whicb forced ooBvictibn updn^ every 
mind^ and which rendered it almost ai^ 
minal to doubt his word, or to accustf^ 
hirn of ungenerous? conduct; De Laey 
offered him hi^ hand, urged him/to cori-t^ 
ceal the adventure whid]^ liad just oci^ 

Gurredi 
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burred and his knowledge of his attach- 
menty to buiy what had passed in obli« 
vioiH and to indulge his /lalous feelings 
SQ&m as to ferbeaF his. visits at lord de 
Montfibft'a for the present until time' 
and hi» own exertions had unravelled 
the strange mystery of Julia's conduct. 

Gentleness had far more power over 
the mind of Henry Werter than vio- 
lence: to the wishes of De Lacy, when^ 
urged with mild entreaty, he kindly 
acceded ; he promised to avoid lord de 
Mc«ftfort's, to foiget the violence of De 
Lacy, and^ even to assist hiis researches- 
in unveiling the strange circumstances; 
which, as Dte Lacy now recounted them, 
appeared totally inexplicable^ 

The reconciled foes now bent their 
steps towards Pembroke Castle, intend- 
ing to return together to Castle Owen — 

the 
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the one eager to seek the ooij object of 
his lore, the other anxious to obtain an 
interview with £ither Ansehn^ and force 
fix>m him some reaion for the necessity 
of his interference, and some motive fx 
the singular behaviour of Miss Montfort^ 



CHAP-^ 
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CHAPTER IX 
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Lady Margaret greeted sir Herbert de 
\ms^- with umch^courfesy ; and so great 
was her desire to secure' the company of 
her favourite, that she would not hear 
of their leaving her until the next even* 
ing, and it Was late before they arrived 
at Owen Castle. 

Guests were expected i the state a^rt* 
ments were ^ opened ; the walls of the 
gallery which led to theih were hung 
with doth of gold ; the chambers were 
covered with cloth of arras and tapestry, 
representing the feats of war for which 
the ancestors of the family had rendered 

themselves 
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themselves most celebrated; the walls^ 
glistened with plates of silver, highly 
polished, which reflected the numerous 
wax candles burning before them ; and 
the buffet exhibited massy silver golv 
lets, dishes, and other splendid decora* 
tions. 

The baion md baroDesflw the kdiet^ 
Catha-me. and Cedly» md tk Wlikcr^ 
were all assembled^ Add cordiidly' vrA 
corned the arrival e£ the gentlendeOk 
Jjady Cecily look^ mo(rt^ melanchc^';. 
Henry durst not approach to inquiiie 
the, cau9et but their tubsequ^nt oonver-- 
sation soon afforded him the unwelcome 
information : he found that her marriage 
was.already aitanged by the baron, with^ 
out consulting hh daughters and: ^^ 
d^y for its celebration had been sudden- 
ly fixed before th^ earl's departuce ; mid- 
-:■■■, 1 tiiat 




^lat tb^ company now esqpectcd, and to 
1)6 reodved with such ramptuous ¥kk^- 
l^fieence, were some of bis relations^ 
9rho w^^ dLready amvi^g, to present 
their gifts and to oiBet thek cpngratulap 
tions. 

. The baron was ki high goodJiumourr 
lai5 jimiable wife gladly caught the in* 
fectktt^ and )^a6 happy in beii^ pennit- 
led to yield is^ the aatutal impulse of 
her^teerful tamper. In his unb^;}ditt^ 
jEEioodg the baiw could not altogether 
lay aside his haughty demeanour: that 
^de which is the off^iing ei msvk and 
fiches^ was the fiuilt of the ^ge ; a state-^ 
ly person, a disdainful eye, a. slow ami 
solemn pace, an insol^it contempt of in* 
feric»n^ an anrogant caniage to -equals* 
were., the prevailing tests of nolHiity^ 
and more especially the. usual character 

isticsb 
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istics of lord Owen. He likewise dfis^ 
played a most splendid and* luxurious 
table — ^indulgences which vrete then, as 
they are now, much in vogue with those 
who could afford them. 

The supper-table was already laid fiar 
the guests : it was decorated with a pro* 
fusion of ornaments^ consisting of Vaa> 
ous figures of birds^ be^iists^ diemd^ la-^ 
dies, knights fighting, and other.cifirioui 
devices; some formed in spic^i l9on»-cf 
silver; others more fi^agile were^iitir^iy 
ieompd^ of pastry calculated td deceive 
the nicest eye, and in skiUul design thay 
fer surpassed the ingenuity of tooden> 
Invention. 

Lady Owen was attired • in a white 
vestment flowing easily about the figure, 
reaching from the neck to the feet, and 
confined round the waist with a band 

covered. 



tscrvered'with |nrecioui$ «tones^, the sleeves 
nv^ere fiill, ofiiameiited mth peads and* 
jewels^ and^tied aboat with ti^J^nots ef 
libbon : over this was thrown a crimson 
vdvet mande, which . graoeficlly fell to 
the feety ^d was 4M>rdered with ermine. 
Her head waa dressed high with folds of 
$ne linen and silk, hound together with 
^d^Q cord; fix)in. the extremities de^^ 
sc@Eided-a f^fidi^ edged with rich enh- 
broide^^^hich reached helow the shoul- 
ders» and was an especial mark of dignity^ 
as ' the lei^h of thia lappet was always 
^xactlyprppprtioped to. the rank of the 
A^^earec . 

Her locd wore b doublet of green vel- 
Tet, lined and trimmed with ermine ; it 
ivas . larg^ and loose^, and secured ^t the 

« 

waist by a broad band of gold. His 
litest had sleeves* and was formed of scar- 




let silk; «id tiie close-eonnected iifock'-^ 
ifig« and pantaidoilB w^re of blaek satki, 

* • 

rand ornamented with bows of scasieV 
liSbbon. His shoes were long and pecdc* 
<ed, though not of that preposteixnis 
Jeilgth which ihcy wore in the days of 
his grandfether^ who had ftrtened t&em 
with gold dmizis to his loMes; Hus^ 
fenormotis length of toe was Ifien eensi*-' 
idered « true eritcxiott of ranl^ attd front' 
thence has arisen the Ttdgar pr^veitr of 
*^on a good foolSng;* Jbnt lord OwentV 
shoes were supoiUy studded wifltjewds^^ 
Bis bonnet was efgseen rehBt/reiqpfem' 
dent with jewefleiy and precious stones^' 
mid WW "aiurmounted %j a tnagniifioait 
plume of ftathers; 

Such was the Msfty apparel of these 
high and xniglfiHy ndbles. Their dau^- 
were mere ahnpk^ though eqwA'f 

expensive 
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eKpensive in their diress. Their fin6 
long hair iioftted unrestrained in tresses 
on tbeur shoidders; a'smlU coronet of 
peaife endfded t^ head : their rofaes of 
virgin white were fastened with bows of 
ribbon down the front, calculated simfdy 
to trace the natund .outline c^ ^e form : 
Idbdtr mantles were js^oured with golden 
brooches; they fell on the ground be- 
hmd^ but opened before^ and displayed 
^^oddaoasf of m^my rows of laige plearl; 
Wf^ a ooss or refic suspended fiom it: 
iarge purses hupg to their sides, richly^ 

49Enain^ited with dusters of Jewels mi 
^assds. ' ^ 

Never had Cecfly loolc^ so lovely m 
ihe cyejs of iSEenry; her beauty was' 
heartened by ih^ scxrow which visibly^ 
depressied )xfft countenance, and wMd^ 
hd w«fl \ssknB\» fblt fo his 9isikd\ and 

ihe 
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the cause of that sorrow, which as it 
seemed to phu» her fiuther than ever 
fit>in his graqp» served to make her pos* 
session only the more desiiaUe, and ex* 
dted in hinit if pessiUe, a more aident 
affection. 

The guests arrived, . and whilst all 
were busily engaged in receiving them»* 
Henry contrived unobserved* ibr a mo- 
ment tOiCngage lady -CecUy^s attention: 
he uiged her so ear^^^^stly and so piteous-, 
ly to meet him for one moment in the 
park on the next morning, that she at 
length jconsented, but assured him it 
.would only serve to heighten their griei^. 
:as.their meeting must assume the mourn- 
iul token of a solemn and last £u&wel!.- 
^Nevertheless, she promised, and the ar- 
rangement being thus hastily.completed,. 

• ■ 

they separated, and were tantalized the 

remaindes 
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TMism^jf bf fhe evening by finding 
thefmselves m eack etWd society with^ 
<Ait any means of Hev9e34ng h;. 

>«^ Benuy,'* siitf the Mron, *^ you: have 
Idt all your joy itt court: are^ you se 
speedSlygrewtk a* eotiitier that yoa cmi« 
1^ bQ iaerry out ^ itei {M^ecinete? — ^I 
shalF send you ta Mker Anselm to be- 
shriven, for sure some heavy t>urdeii- 
nmst express' your oon^ienee; or per- 
haj«^the wfeight Hes^ *t y^iiif heart, and! 
the eatrse of it in* soniie cr«i^ beauty, 
9ky, can yott recdP your gaiety to mini* 
ster on^gda-dlqrs'? ean^ yoit tie joviied' a($ 
rftf iBMghbefit wedding?^— I nrean/' he 
selUtti in 'a" more serious tone^ '* to be«^ 
stmv^ her iiV honiouraMe mmrriagei Iif 
maghiflfcenoe' e^ iqppkret, in grandbor; 
and in sutnpttimHir e^cpenee, she^ wilf 
^ciipse alCher pecw. Mvety thing is sir^ 

TOL. ih. I ranged. 
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nrngedt every thing is amicaUj ^etded^ 
and I hope^" said he^ bowmg to the 
strangers, ^ ere a mmith is past jour 
kinsman will be mj mm^ snd ouradvesr 
more intimately connected.** 

A proper c(»n^iment was jetomed 
fay cme of the guests, and marriage and 
its duties became the g/enearel theme of 
oonversatioB. 

** A wife," ssdd the baron, glandng at 
hb own, ** should be in aU things sub- 
missive to her husband, be ^directed st 
his pleasure, not curious to pry into his 
acticms, and not given to prattling.'' 

*' In my opinion," isoid a middle-aged 
nobleman, who had pas3ed many years 
in happy wedlock, ^ a wife should be 
neither silent or a prattler; a woman 
of virtue and knowledge; calm in all 
changes of fortune, neither pix)ud in 

pwjsperity 
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> 

proi^rity or iirokea in adversity; ft. 
mild and modest friend^ a warm mi 
tender oonjpfmion.4 ^her yoice ^diould 
'iK>oth your solitude^ her accom^dish* 
ments aliore you home. To; her chil« 

4 

dren -she should be a-nursing iriend^ and 
early train themv to wisdom. Such h^ 
been,** he added, gallantly taking hid 

V 

wife's hand, " my ha|>£y fortune : with 
you I have passed my days most happi- 
ly ; you have often restrained my mirth 
from dissolution, and my dejection &on^ 
being painfiiL^ 

** And your will firom bemg obeyed,** 
added.the baron angrily, yet endeavour- 
ing to force J3L smile. ** The picture you 
have drawn metlunks savours stron^y 

* • t * 

^ subjection, a thraldom to which a 
man of consequence jfiever should sub* 

1 2 nut 



***Nd itftM is txSb^ y^ufig;? 8<Altte tti(^ 

f • • • ... 

mation, his whole eountenaiietf I )f fglMttl> 
€* M fief 813^*— <• TRe lempittft of tf etoan 
is" iffl Ahp&e' df i^ivrtfetiiesir £»M' ^aedcfi^i^ttil 

ag^&tst Iflhi** sc# att*!' of'^ msaSSk* to# 

with 



n 



we shotfU|ii&oe:mirJ^]«(0l|Q/^ ^W. 
t^BxA Iii«wWy (MM3W vitb y«i, my 
iara» tfaiitjQpy fnw wi^ lie ^v^iiif iigs^irt 

itont^iiuu yet unaMe ^ iit£ket it : /t iwo- 
mmx^M^Aamtt&m^ to 3^ i^^v^ ii»bau]^ 

jin ks gooii leffidctgr 

* ^ Ycnui is » grouog awh^s^ KpniMu^ 

fore you are many jears older ig^^wSSX 
^1 yoiKSfitf $trmg^ io^mec} to lebange 
it. ^ir ff^i^ri de !U^y» J will d«i« 
.«6Sfm^ pQop^ly. ^ppr^saat^ t)i^ ccffi»8^ 
^ueacf^ ^e to to nxiii : bja ^ntij»fitii» 

f i WQidd never fi»get tbe idiguity of 

1 3 man^ 
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maii» mj lord,** replied De Lacy; ^ I 
wduld endeavour to govan my fiumily 
•^Hh a kind but ftrm dotniniDn.- 

^' Ideas of authority and sulimission 
would never interrupt the peace of Sir 
mS&es,^ said Walter, •* if they were ori- 
^naS3r united in the bonds of aflfection 
— 4ave would never exi^ too mudi, and 
dominion' would yidd to fondness ^ bat 
whilst ouv hearts are at the disposal of 
others whi&t we are united without 
any r^ard to indinatipi^ what a miracle 
if that union does^not dflgenen^ intO' 
bondage T 

^ Peace, joaag Qian P* said his 1^1^ 
haughtily; '^ sucJi ficbdliotis prindpks 
«hafl not be disseminated^ in; my pre- 
sence. Would you pifepare your sister 
and instruct her in disobediaice to my 
tiridies? £aow that I will ever exact a 

Other's 
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father's right ; and whilst t am labour- 
ing for my children's welfare, and so 
happily succeeding in my endeavours^ I 
will si^er no romantic opposition, rro 
peevish prejudices^ to thwart my views:." 
' To such a stem reproof no answer 
could be offered ; Henry and Cecily ex- 
changed a glance,^ Walter thought on 
£llen, and all wer6 sad, whilst the baron 
instantly recovered his good-humour, 
and the conversation turned upon more 
general iheknes, Henry ventured to ap- 
proach lady Catherine, and from her he 
learnt every particular that had occurred 
since his departure: she infinrmed him 
that Cecily had isteadily represented to 
her father her disinclination for the earl, 
but had failed in moving him from his 
purpose ; that, as her last resource, she 
was now on the point of declaring her 

1 4 inclination 
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indination to retiie into a coiwei^ bnf 

liidierto «he had given .bo intimaiiqiT 

upoB Uie subject. She added^ that .tiie 

.earl was »ew almost eoRstanlfy ^at : tbe 

castle; that he paid little attention to 

' Cectty, hecause he was^vid^tly piqued 

at her want cf att^iticHi to him; Imt 

4hat he was deqpetatel^ ^uraged .if re?er 

.:she ventured to e?q|[«es$ a am^ij^ » 

.^Usr^gspi to vhis a^ldresaefi, ^ind Jhs j^dde 

^jaxere r^uoi his ipaasicMi ^aeanad ^ttPQg]^ 

interested in jthe nlt|au|tersnecies8^ jijs 

^witr All this was a tcmble ixg^Km- 

.>^pn ^G£ Henry's -grief: rhe had hwie^ 

. jbdjpiself .with the warn, kofte that ^he^aa^lfs 

jpride wov^ 4iave been .^firt;her wounded 

it^n ei5:aited ly <Jecdlj^& wJ^^ 

that he WjOidd have^haqghliiy ivithdr»wti 

•his advances where ihfiy were notigraci* 

Qusly and jgrat^&llyr received ; init he 

was 



was entirely mistaken in his sanguine 
. expectations. To be ocHinected with the 
€>wa:i8, to many the pride of Wales,, to 
introduce the most dazzling: beauty at. 
court,, were ^ihts .Q(f fyio much conse- 
quence to be easily relmquished; and to> 
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CHAPTER X. 

Walter O^eir had offended his^&ther 
by bis remark on domestic felii^ and 
parental ititerferenee, and lerd Ow^ft< bad 
not differed it to pass unnoticed, be^ 
cause Ifi bad long observed tbat bis aon 
bad imbibed certain independent notions 
which be was determined to sabdue. 

When Walter delivered up the Mont- 
fort papers to his father, lie could not 
forbear, under the most positive seal of 
isecrecy, intimating that the Montfbrt 
property might possibly become Ms 
without its lovely incumbrance, and at 
the same time be artfully in»nuated that 

if 
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if he were once disengaged,- he should 
feel a right to dispose of himself at plejr- 
sui^e: This^ was a determination that ill 
suited with tbe baron's despotic creed : 
a his son were indeed emandpated from 
his^ connexions with Julia, still other 

' and more brilliant prospects* wcmld arise; 
and with the additibnal territory of the 
Montfort estates, and the additional in- 
fluence Iwd Owen was daily acquiring, 

Jms exalted iiipii^n^on rose, and he felt 
theie was sciurcely ah heiress in the king- 
dom« to wh<Nn his son might net aspire; 
But whilst the &ther thus ministered 
At the shrine of ambition, the soni was 
more than ever devoted to love. When 
&ther Ansdm informed him of the sad! 

: Inverse of Julia's fortune^a mingled feet- 

Jng'Of pity and kindness induiped him to 
visit her, and end[eay9^r to sooth Ii» 

^ J 6 sorrows; 
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' sotroifs ; but what wbs ifais siufdriae and 

sdeli^t in beholding, in the liiat :t>b]ect 

Ihe saw, his beloEiiDed Mien !-^A bonlused 

«id ^dieacUVd recoKection of :tiie jseene 

iwhidi had obliged her to )% t&DBa the 

piresenoe ^ of Winter :Qo\sxe& JSIten walh 

disorder; ihe Jiod^neve- seen :him iime 

^at meeting, and his impadskned ^aa- 

-guage still >soonded ig^ ber ^wm^ite 

beared 4o meet Ms gaze, ^e tieniUedito 

hearlhim speak ;>afid judging iofnlMtr 

-countenances, ^a indtness J43f Ibis ^iocbe 

would hav€ ima^ned Jtbat IBHan' mats. 

the guilty person. Sttt ^iher ffitiress 

<«^d humiliafion M^peedSy urndkibM, tn 

<the tender, d^lieat^^ ^tfid respecMfid j^A^ 

Idvesses ef Wtfter ; lie^ikad idi^^Htifi^ 

'bis^thoughts fromrevery^^^ddsii^B^'iMd 

^SHen was assoeiafted m 4iis nk«d*iC5^ 

4mry eballe ^and %eHowtfM[e- ^feat i ii g^ 

Without 



.fyiiofiEiBiifkd her^ iH^.soonilidt tflrat he was 
.foxgiven^aniiihe attcnali])rddeteimmed(ilttt 

-atone fiar ilus^ ftoxusF usijuAtifiahteb^hn^^ 

^riditionfli luifonniktioD^. jubr^c^iuEcL ^: 
4b!«mabif '^l^rtiupoii'^aKrhfl^ she knenw* 

i^kmiwA kxask ifcr . hit Iswd.Mid^&dijr 
atteniididS4alnpil^Mlttte.Sid:idie igptteis ;titte^ 

matSasSSwki^g^^ Bpl}(mgfir 

the 
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the power to refuse. It was upcm his H^^ 
turn ftmn one of these excursions, whicfi^ 
as he hail been so long in thie habit of 
:&miliar intercourse at lord Monlfort% 
, excited rio suspicion at home,* that he 
found sir Herbert de Lacy and Hemy 
Werter with the bridal visiters assem- 
bled at Owen Castle: his^ wind filfed 
^with the image o£ JEXca^' on the one 
hand, and doubts: of his fathieifs aoqiuP* 
escence en the other^ he oould not lie* 
firain from giving t^t vast to the feel- 
ings which his hcnror of parental domih 
fiion. excited :^ but it was seldom, that 
Walter Ventured to expresB hknself so 
£reely ai^ he was tihenr templed to do:. . 

. The next morning, at sunriscf lady Ce- 
tify left her chsonber^' imd sought father 
Ansehdr^^ that she might uhbosmn her 
thoughts to Mmv obtain his sanctioniahd 

approbation^ 
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i^probation, and sheltered by his autho- 

< rity^rv^iture upcm the dreadful task of 

openly opposing her father's commands^ 

-The confessor^ who had heard fiequeiit 

mention mad^ of her uhion with the 

earl of Lincoln^ was not^ Httle surprised 

at this sudden transition.-^**' My child;'" 

said he^ ''weigh well your wishes befoie^ 

yoa think of embracing^^r moimstic lifb^ 

and Bidding adieu to a world you are^ 

^weH cdlcttlated to adorn; forhavii^ 

onee reliiiqmdied home, its luxuries and 

its pleasures, it will be mdeoorauer to 

withdraw yourself fi^m your holy ror 

treM^ and extii^isfa tHair pure* fiam^ 

which now animates youv"^ ' 

^ AiBs, holy father? forbear your' 
praise,? returned Cedly — "* it is liot the 

loYe of Heaven, but hatred to the eail 

of 



M4i ." ina'StjeMitaBEBcri :r^ 

•QBeeal Aasa x^oa ithe j^Bfvcorliijr wfi^kve 
tlmided Isnee,. ff .cmve jicmr 91^ ^rad 

may think projN^ to taffifi^; J^iiLi^tt-^ 

the 



OWEN AiTO ©E MaNM-OET. 305 

.&^ eaarl of Lincoln ! If vyou hav^ ^wigr 
pity for .my feeling§f, good father, ,wge 
it^oinQEe" 

;" -Ui^ajgff ds^ghtev M afflictionf * 
«aid :ihe, ^' J c8/ee 9nd. jfdty yovir spitro.W8 ; 
I 'witt jno fmqre tei^ea^v^r to q|:^^e 
your "^faes^tlieJhaqdHQf l^e^^n \Bvy 
4»bkw--''tis J^rtliat^^ciiUs jypu to J3is ser- 

■ . ■ . • • tf . , . 

f '- Id fa;^i^«)g;^tlajbs iiq b^t(^i^ 4;^ Uess- 

4f]g -And ^abisfdution i9p^n ^isi^^p^pj^- 

tQnt: ^a^QT mm Wpwiiig /MttcReid )by 

:n«»e^hi»ly Jfep?^ ^eiw did itdescewi 

arranged with the confessor the met^bod 
land imauner ctf 3hj»^ ifitjeandeid ^ttditnce 
ifrith^the^aron. .Father A»<»^ mim te> 
goinlmmediiiteaeayeh of (^ count^ds 
«f Hiehim^Qd* and earnestly te.aoMt 

het 
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her presence to sooth the trembling lid-^ 
vice, and suppcHt her m the approacfaiilljg^ 
interview with her father. They^ parted, 
father AnseTm to commence his mission, 
and Cecily to perform tite promise ei- 
acted by Henry, and take her last fare^ 
weH of him and hap^miess ; but bb site 
' was^ bmding her step» towards" the park, 
she received a message from her fiitther, 
requiring her immediate attendance in 
his chamber. With a beating heart she 
obeyed; her father's imperious «id lord- 
ly air embarrassed her, and a sucbieli 
chill seized her whole frame, as ib^ sSt- 
▼ant shut the door and left them tdge- 
thep. 

Father Anselm had scarcely left tbe 
house when De IjBcy, impatient to ob- 
tain an inte)*view with him, kneekied at 
his dooft He found his chamber einp^, 

and>> 
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and with infinite vekation he discovev^ 
^tHat many hours -most yet elapse before 

« 

his irritable impatienee could be grati^- 
.fied. -^ But h^w inuch more acute were 
Henry's feelings ! . At dawn of day ' he 
<,too arose, and in the serene composure 
of morning ^endeavoured to cafan his^own 
mind, and ^n^.foititude for the afflicting 
^intemew with his beloved. But it wa» 
fruitless to seek, isuch vain relief: the 
sun arose in brightest majesty, the birds 
carolled their gayest note^, the budding 
flowers of earliest spring invited bis at- 
tention ; but, tQtally absorbed in. the bit- 
.temess of bW own reflections, hie heeded 
.not their charms, he saw not the miilti'^ 
plied beauties of nature, and the world 
was to him as one wild waste. 

There was but one object which had 
pow^ to oQcupy his Attention, and for 

that 
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Dot iAject ;he wateliad v^b rfiensfileflf 
iO^emeBs : jredinisig upon ifte ^nuus, hi^ 
bead renting iKtamem 148 iiafids^ 1m efssf 
mate Bteadii|r jivetted jii|ion jone jj^. 
clffae hours rolled iin/ but Cecily msae 
not Djtfappoio^ in this biaJbk8t» Jm 
aonfy hope» be^lei^tb ammcd bimsfllf 
irom bis latbargjr, jand ^aen^Ae ittni; Ids 
^singular Jibsenee viraiuld eaucke aiirpow^ 
iie £e!feiinied tothe ^astl^ dieOpfy ^ooorli. 
dSed et CeicHyfs appaiient (nnidiWtiicflyr 
^ttt BS be stole .idong tbe jcorridoi^ teamty 
•feeUng gave way topil^, i£br be Hietda* 
•eily bathed in tears. SSste iros jiiat iM- 
fleased froQi b» i&ther's pDesenee, jand 
-had lonly time to infoian ileniy.df itbe 
xarcmnatanee \vhioh had pnfwoted >h€(r 
keeping her rappomtnieiit, imd ilihe agsta- 
ition she had endured ia iiae kiterview 
with ber :&ther, whea iiiey Jirare iatoi?- 

rupted; 



routed- ia MIm^ ooiDmasaldmr^- ant prs*' 

Wbini the* oountis^ 
^shes and .intentibns, she immediateEip^ 

IttMituiittfy piwis; n^ and^ anoidin^ 
iei th^ pfevaStng^ butr eia^otttoBtf tecetst 
^ la^r.4uf^ ^& imagihed) l^air thse pie^t^ 
uritt^ tiest ^dimii^dd aisA exdtedi lit a 

^i¥cnd)3l3rAit]ir fiir tiie: mcwe ^aaUodi lai^« 

r 

As I9GWI aii tib»^ cxAiiittsBi ansvedi at 
Iwd^.Otii^,^ Ae csffifedi €dciiyt into her 
xJhMnrfb^ 9LfA MiidUyr ]mnitised) te ^svp^ 
P^vt h»' in^ tile ap)pwniiiiig'iBte]^ 

1 : , ,0n 



/ 
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<on thcf foUowiog matning &lSier Atoseloi ' 
should open the mibject to the baron, 
and thus spare Cecily the angiush of 
<x>mmumcating die fiistiDlteUigeD^ heiv* 

Iiady Margaret i>eiidd Cedly^s amo- 
tion with surpise; it was evidait, though 
die expressed her determined resbltttion 
to pass her days in a doisfert that nei* 
tfaer her heart or ohdinatibn bore afiy 
part in this choice; it wias almost* ^i» 
tient to the pious countess that a* deeper 

4 

gne£ preyed upon Jier «ind ;than the 
dcead of ajreHgious life alone woidd ia* 
spire. Lady Margaret had nevfer «een 
Cecily so miserable ; she had loved zasid 
considerefdiier ^mo$t as her -chUd^-^faad 
ever condescended to listen to her grie&, 
"to be made acquainted with her joys* 
For the &st time '■ Cecily withheld her 

usual 



^ 
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vAv^ eonfitfeaee : bar attachment . ta 
Henry, she secretly moumed, for ahe 
too wdi knew 4kt ooimtess'a strict ideas 
of 'parental ^utbcmty, and i*emembered : 
that at present Henry possessed no title . 
or pretendons to support his love. XJn- 
dier such docunutances she could not 
^qpect the countess of Richmond would 
promote his claims, luid it was there&rq. 
needless to ^^ond ^her sensibility, or ■ 
impress her with any idea ithan the Jittle 
comfcHTt sheimtidpated in a union with r 
the earl, and that she j^mbraced any si- 
tuation that might shelter ber firom it , 
Xiady Catherine^ wbo was present at. 
Ibis intei:;¥i0w, .^^dea^oioed to.cfmceal: 
her sistar'-s s^ik>ws, and to account £nr. 
her piesQnt di^lress :by the consideisstion » 
of the awfu( change «he was jJiout toy 
undergo. She u^ her. utiouxst iofla*; 

ence 



/ 
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^ii6e:ti( CBlbf^ her giikU biM^ it was #kfe^^ 
tlier gieatast diAealt}r tinmnhapp]|r €0-^^^ 

s\i{|^ ikP l3ie«Mie' tbe Mdla^ of tfte' ri|$^ 

ills- aivftit j/kiamni' hd» j^^^K^cMided- vtaitilJ 
iteidb pmqp ^ Md^:p«racbii ttoi reeapilMSato 
all tbev h^W sMNmtagea wbiiskp iffonld'' 
2(i5mi»)fro»i^tbis'fi^oii, to^estpttdale'iip^^ 

iMi^iM^tiB^ himself Upon Uk'oinP^p^ 

* vantageous 




t , 
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Tantageous connexion. Cecily's looks^ 
forcibly bespoke the anguish of her 
imnd : her feelings she dared not utter ; 
"^e only \tentured to urge her fittfaer 
siiH >to dday liis iittentipns, and not, l^ 
fixing .an leady day, dri¥e her to despair. 
But this petition, though mildly urged, 
only . excited . her father's fury: he re* 
bukcd her folly, reminded her that the 
earl had long since n^ade his proposals, 
and that he too well appreciated his own 
consequence to become the slave of wo- 
manish caprice ; and findly, he bade her 
hdid. herself in jreadiness to become his 
bride with a dutiful and rogidy acquie^ 
cence. Cecily's courage failed h^r-Hsbe 
could return no answer to this stem 
command; but as she opened the door 
to depart, and when it half shielded her 
from her &t3ier's awful j^resmse^ she 
YOL. II. ¥ Ventured 
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to pronannxH^'^ It 



WlKit-iroidd Mk Ccd^ kme girdi at: 
tfaoL importanfe cnais to lHff& bec9K.8d|K 
parted bf the a y iupttUiy ml tiie loBti-: 
twie of Henry i — IQer iMtiber ^lied fan? 
aomwM , and m the kindiiefi&of heir heart 
wisbni oidyas her diildrcn wished : her 
firienc^ huty Mxa^prnt, nemr qaitted her 
fin: one VKnmeiik.; it wor in vam Ux^ 
kdfjr CatberiBe suggested die fie4i air 
to Cecily, and oflbred bera^ as ao e&«. 
ont; lady Titmcgmti taikmtii and not 
ene shmt hatf hour eould Cei&fy steal 
fimoa obsemition to meet her wretdml 
Henry. 

Lady Catherine^ iteha was not ill ike 
mannev the object of attention^ oommu^ 
nwatool to hino every anangement that 
nMd^ end e^eiy opinion that was 

j^eld 




lidd between tfa^ camit^a, tb^ cQnfes&pif^ 
^mA Cecily; h^ reeeiv^ Btewi^ tibe 

iQ^Pit; fror» t)i(9 latter: bnt irbftt ceuld 
tlifit ^^ liud^ dy^e^mstaiu^s c»f the 
d^i^est 4fBp»r? it oi^y aeirired to 
h^i§^»fymHsi mlft^^ to rend^ it move 
Mttt^ ^»i4 more mmpjp^^kiU. 

£)e Laey in the meantime wondered 
at the unusual restraint and sadnetf 
Vfhii^ appeared on evcHpy oountenffioce: 
Q^mething was p«5»vig which he couH 
xwli coa9ftpreheii4 In the oomrse of the 
ijlty he hed frequently vimted. &ther An^ 
is^tok bi}t bad always fovuaA him abaeni; 
>vUheiit 1m»g dble to kam wheipe he 
was gone, or what object engaged hil 
ikt^tttieii; and he began tci imagine that 
^ prnpOfiMEiiy avoided Qieetkig him. But 
tU^ pQiBt he 'mfi de te rm iw d to omy, 

K 2 and 
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and not to leave the castle without 6b- 
taihmg this long wished-for explana* 
tion; accordingly he took the earliest 
opportunity of father Anselm's appear- 
aiice in the evening to obtain his ac- 
quiescence. He hastily addressed him, 
urged the right he had to demand an 
interview, and requested him to appoint 
an early hour for their meeting the next 
day. 

Such an impetuous and hasty apped 
from a stranger's lips would at any other 
time have excited universal surprise; 
but, fortunately for the irritable sir Her- 
bert, every one was too much absorbed 
in their own reflections to bestow niuch 
attention upon others. 

« Sir Herbert de I^acy," said father 
Ansehn, " I regret you have already 
taken so much labour in vain^ and I re- 
gret 
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gret still more that your patience mu&t 
yet be tried, for on the morrow most 
important circumstances will demand 
my whole attention— on the next day I 
am entirely at your service ; * but I came 
even now to solicit my lord the baron's 
permission that to-morrow morning he 
honours me with a private conference in 
his doset.'^ 

" The baron is in his cabinet," replied 

the baroness. 

-> . . 

" Then I will seek him there," said 
the father ; and Having next arranged n 
time to nieet sir Herbert, he withdrew, 
and the party soon after separated to 
their respective apartments. 



K8 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



ft 

next morning in his cabinet whih l&nlietr 
An^tn, lie ftflst imfiMtiM iitm *df the 
subject 9^ his embaa^. — ** Am -I thlifr 
to be ttidced," said )k» '< by a'paitel of 
Deggicriy pnesiis wu caiinn]^ iijpocnUiSf 
tt^ \)e ToUbed of tny dsm^ftet^ t^b^ience, 

ture? Ishert^bl;tiliac3rto1:)el^^ 
raged, her folly cherished, and myself 
made the victim of her will and plea* 
sure ?— -Al^l^ay with such flagrant impo* 
sition! — I am the nfttural guardian of 

my 




OWEN AND DE MONTFOHT. 199 

my (Mdren ; they we placed xxtudst my 
dulhority, ^oid they shall laam to obey 
my will. My word is passed with the 
earl of Lincoln, and it shaU be luttilled ; 
and he it your oare, father confessor^ to 
convince her of lier fc^y,* and bring her 
back to a sense of duty : I have trusted 

4 

her to your ihtarge, 4md at yoat hands I 
demmid lier obedieDce^-ttt your persua* 
i^iOR I expect tier oompliafliiGe*'' 
f <«fc Your commancls I have antidpated, 
ycmr i^essmis I have sdready ui^ed^ re- 
plied Ute father — *' bat in vain; sfee 
implores my assistance to procure her 
an asylum in the cloist«*. Can I refuse 
to pure a request? can I deprive die 
^urch of its Inightest ornament? or 
tan you, my lord, deny your child a 
privilege so commonly clmmed by the 
younger brandies «rf noHUty ?^ 

K 4 *' It 



r 
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•• It is tdo late bow," replied" the ba* 
ron; " she should have proclaimed her 
wishes whilst free from every" tie: It is 
not in my power to bestow her on the 
church and on the earl of Lincoln like- 
wise^ and he has prior cldms to her pos- 



j^essiom" 



«« 



My lord, those claims havp not been 
ratified by the lady Cecily, therefOTe 
they may be void. She had intended to 
have announced her wishes before you 
communicsited your final commands ; but 
she yet hoped, that in pity to her aver- 
sion you would have altered your reso^ 
lutron, or that the earl, perceiving her 
diiunclination, would, have withdrawn 
his addresses; but, disappointed in both 
these tepectations, and surprised by the 
sudden orders yoit have issued, she has 
no resource but to throw herseJf upon 

» your 
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your merey, and cKaye your indulgent 
compliance."^ 

** My compliance cannot, shall not be 
given^" replied the baron wrathfuUy, a^i 

* • 

he paced the apartment with hasty steps. 

" Will you admit the lady Cecily, and 
suffer her to plead her own cause ?" asl^ 
ed the confessor, finding be could make 
little impression, and hoping much from 
the firm support of lady Margaret. 

** She shall be admitted," said the 

a 

baron, *^ but it shall be only to hear my 
firm determination, and to listen to a 
father's dictates." 

Father A^^^^^ instantly retired, and 
socm returned with Cecily, supported by 

* • 

the countess of Richmond* At sight oi 
the latter the baron's imperious counte- 
nance speedily fell, the words he w£u^ 
prepared to utter died away upoa his 
^ K 5 lip&; 
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lips; Meu^dOii^ ^Ams^u to Wfl|i«ct <fae 
countess, and to regard her «B tln^ hm^ 

«wi8bes» mti ke w^ kucf^ ttiat iffii «r^ 
lirott tito Mr^ emld M ly^ time wnul 
i» prdmS^ te t^e ^mA «€ lilid^. 

Ce<^ trmilded ^ ste ^tfti^K^i iht 
%ad a9i>eaidly ^cMt '^isifie faa* f^lgMM^ ^ 
parel, ai^ was axttij^ed in li fSmjflib wliilH& 
Irarment ; W'eoaiitentiic^'^dett^ liue 
tieaiiy wsemli^ed h« Mbe in it^ iS^lk^m, 
^Und few Iliad €tMeil aMfbeHeotilft frdm heir 
lips; her eyes were bettt Ise^i^^tfik t^ 
groudd, itfid Jiter ^btm ^k^hsr ewn felt 
m t^motiim of {nty rise in life bmiGft ^ 
rfie ^tered, ito a low tone ttf grief aiid 
tontrrtfcm — •* Forgive me, oh my ftfther ! 
pity and pardon your child T 

Without giving the baton tiuK to 

reply. 
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fepijf the good ^^oantesa entered upon 
^the tftnk of appeasing hh yrmth &nSt 
'hetiding liis stidbbom will to acHjuias^ 
<eefice» {She promised, as he had aiitid- 
'))Med, to procure Ihe king's ptohilHtioli 
*t6 tibe matdb, that bjr that me&ns the 
'batxm^ honour might remain tmtalfited; 
Mhe promised also that the king sboulA 
Inteti^t himself ill obt^mxing far the eatt 
iot LixJcoln a tomii^tioti equafly tlesir* 
-al^. She dwelt upon the odium that 
wouM attach to the baton'^s tiame, if ft 
*were publicly known that he had^ op- 
"posed^pious^a disposition in m daugfa. 
ter, and that it wotdd be the meamd of 
irrevociribly offending the church. This^ 
as she well knew his constant airn at 
pop ular i ty » she imagined wocdd gain a 
stra^'holdiipcm his mind; but all her 
itrguments^ laH her promises; -htowever 

K 6 cogent 



J? 
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cogent and ftowever convincing, would 
have £uled of success^ bad they- not beea 
urged by the mother of the ki|ig:; this 
was a consideration not to bf; disputed, 
a we^hty motive for disarming. his^ rage. 
He however made one more feeUe efibrtt 
represented his engagements^ with the 
earl, his own disappointment at losing 
so brilliant an addition to- the Owen ho- 
nours, and his ignorance c^ Cecily's 
choice till the very moment when- a 
whence was made for her : he piaintain- 
ed her oppositioa proceeded only from 
fickleness and caprice, and that such a 
conduct ought never to be indulged. 
Lady Margsoset soothed him with firesh 
concessions*, she promised, that if it suit- 
ed with his views, the king should se- 
lect one of the first heiresses he had, to 
bestow in marriage upoft hi» son Wal- 
ter, 
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.ter, .dud endeavour to eatabHsh the ladjr 
Catherine in a' splendouir . e<|ual to tKie 
earl of Linodn: Thus was th^ devoted 
Waltefr again enthiaUed^- and again 
threatened with a still wider separatioii^ 
.fiibn^bii^liopes; ,/ / . - . 
; , ^ If I am thus to Be thwarted in my 
puf^se^ and opposed ia my £ivpurite' 
project,'* said the haron, ** rememberyima- 
dahi,. you' are responsible for>its faihire.^ 
Chir royal sovereign mustissue his pro- 
MbiUmi to m^i:? lord of Lincoln, j£br I 
wiH never refuse him what my word 
has onoe bestoivedr from m^ he never, 
shall be infonrted of my ^^aiighter^ des* 
rtiny— he i^aH not convict me of fickle*- 
nesis or dishonour.!' 

• • • 

Asi^ thils.tadtly yielded his consent,* 
the afflicted Cecily fell at his feet ; and 
feeling the act which separated^ hen for 

ever 



/ 



Iw ^»that ^miterf whtc& eouid tktis^ 

tion of eternal duntion! 3rie(i3oeUy Icte 
Uiiatui itM9islfetmbte ^^eigUt trta temcrred^ 
^ttnd tbrt; kesr mind in» ooiiifaEativ>cfy g^ 



uMice her MJtknYs; he nestlier sailed >4ir 
^€|MJte to iien but coniimied in. (g^Uotn^r 
i^Ieftce fiadttg (he apaftm^M^;: 

"» My idid; we tl«nk you £ir > ^^oor 
oo«iYt«8y/' imd ^e cotknCess; ^ andwi^ 
Il^^f en^ p0«»r its dioices^ Uessbig* 01% 
your head \ may the pnrpieKS «£ this Jioty 
dkild, £^^ ber piouctetri^ beiaieud in 
yourfewutP* 

So i^ynigy 9l% dnlnaoed Cecity^ ioiid 

led 



MiJtm to het ly^^ ^arimnii. Here 
KiecSfy imiBt^y '^ttietftecl to ibe ieft 
alone, to compose her tfaovightg «id m^ 
<iGmsrfaerdg^lbadoi(i^^ ^he^eeuntessAinwill-^ 
&igly ^ccmsailted, ^a»d ^cammittmg her 

€odl5r ltd C6ttel£lie^^< t lam^ ^teaipdi^ 
the 4!read$bl ^do^Hi Dv^db «iiiv^ail^ tne^ 
tiuft I liat« yielded lall I lov«, I ^i^ 
iMsrifie^ ai. 1 ^cfsimd; I most hAA mt^ 

fenctty ><li^n!^ied/ to tboi^ ^islighte X 
liAd anticipated i«^ iudh sung^e ^^ 

strengthen me to bear thli^ g^VoMs^ 
ttial: tt^ pul« ^aflfe<5tiidti wMdk I even 
leel ^ y^M Wl& speedily ^ ^lienidl i^ ; 

let Me «ttil)iniK» ydu'^n, whilst ydt k 

is 
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19 permitted^" So saying, she fell upon 
liar neck, and in a flood of tears reli^eved; 
her bursting heart. . 

^ Cecily," . said lady Catherme^ afieO' 
.tionately folding her in her arms, ^' if 
your feelings caa bear thet painful efib^ 
I have a boon to urge which your heai:!t 
0an scarcely refuse to bestow;. For the 
last time,, admit Henry to your presence 
— ^mingle your griefs with his— rbid him 
a long, a last farewell You have wi<h 
nessed his agony during tbi$. awful ;$us- 
pense; not once has he be^n soothed by 
your discourse r fcM: the last tin^iCi dQpw 
him: that deaj^ privilege— for th^ last 
time, let me be a successful .petitjionear 
kk his favour." 

. ^ You only tempt me to err,"; said 
Cecily, sobbing. ** What have I now to 
do with the worlds its pleasures or lis 

pains*? 
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paiiis ?«— Alas ! we are for ever parfied, 
$hd I taiust leittk to grow callous, to every 
earthly feelings to eheribh but one lov^ 
and that the love of Heaven." 

;** Bewetaber theprotoi*," urged lady 
Cathejrhie," which my father prevented 
yotii: fulfilling. Heniy claiinc( that pro-' 
mise : he now awaits without;* and ever]^ 
ins^t increases fai9 impatience to be 
admitted. He. has seen the lady Maiv 
garet and &tfaer Anselm cross the hallt 
he knows/th^'con&resice is over. Oh^ 
Cedly 1 feel for hi^ anguish, and gratify 
his last request r 

-Thai you shaU not leayeipe^urin^ 
our sad interview,'' said Ceqity : " stay 
with . me, and lend me strength to beat 
it; speak for me, and sooth liis faithful 
sorrows," 

Lady 



d 
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JLady Catharine wcsttody itaaA ix>hegt 
tiie {)enMS8Ma cxjiadudeil telbre .ilie left 
Ae aptittnieiit, ^saA was in ^^ae toomstd 
in presence ^ bw afibeted ftirad. In 4t 
veiy fim^ voids ^^ iiffbrmed iiixti cfthe 
Result ef tte witfewnoe» aiMl th«i taking 
his titsdbling ^bwd, tli^ led torn into the 
pi(0$aice of Cecitf. - 

IW seme tJ^OttelAft iH «10ffd ^atmoer 

toffft k,^^ 9e «faiMldaiVJ3mr3r^''*lwid 
she, in ^ ^]« Wflfiraefy >ttrt^6ulaR^, ""thilt 
H^BVOi ims vsfttned M Mr ^most bitter 
pang : whilst I am torn JBrem you> I am 
gfBdcmsfy i^cfMiied "firom yditehMe^ rival. 
In the caabi'bosbm of Ihe elvwcK I teiA 
I Ifcsdl fA^re f&t tbaft Messed iMoft 
Winch no human |>ew«' can ^^solve; 
and I will pray for you, Heniyi tliat 

yoa 
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5«da ffiby Bd jMtts thxMgh your «{ffiMf 
pilgrimage, that we may be femrftefl in 
ii^avM for ever.'* 

•• Drive tiiew)t to despair tJiwsr iiew 
p%«a Itc^niy ; "* Wh^r ^houM fate i^ w 

^k^Mmnis 4>f %Mr ttHtoaS l9^e?«^I htt^ 

wftMttf mogkt A ffiomeni %^ fflfilMMmi 

krter^vr ^e 4fp^gim%mSky iiM %eciti ^Se- 
IM^ ne. 9bMr licw we, Cec%, Ml 
ngMe "wilb file J9ft tty 'SAiigiAue 'e!Q)ediar 
tion^. The orasrtefl6 ^ ^ehinohd ik 
ttiKb 'my ^^iesAi let me tliilMMmi ntf^ 
^aelf to tier, let toe procbmi ihy lights-: 
In* jense rf jmtiee ^\«ffl be wcfvti ty 
<fce pirtore rf tny iwongs— !8ie leffl 
lesprase wy cause and ycmrs; and her 
iffluenoe txu^ as eassSly persuade ytntt 

&ther 



r 
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&ther to receive m^ as to reject the earl 
of Lincoln." 

*• AlasT replied Cecily, " were au 
angel fixrni heaven to sue for me, lady 
Margaret would not be his advocate. 
Her conduct hitherto has been actuated 
but by one motive^ the desire to see me* 
dedicated to the. church, exalted in piety, 
pure and perfect To promote this hea^ 
venly-miniied teinper, she has rescue^ 
jne from an odious thraldom; but c$i| 
you think she would undo her work? 
can you tlunk she would a^^dn let me 
live amidst the rocks and whirlpools of 
lif^ where my virtue m^ht be - ship- 
wrecked and myself be cast away ?— ^ 
No — believe jne, Henry, it would be 
vain to urge her; you would afflict 
Ixer heart, but you would £ul in con- 
vincing 
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vincing her reason to espouse your in» 
terests." 

*• I would tell her," continued Henry, 
^ how ill your soul was prepared for the 
holy sanctuary ; that your heart and a£* 
iectiohs were mine ; that you had long 
bestow^ the precious gift, which I had 
^[eotuaQj won, and would for ever 
keep; that, in separating us, she must 
inevitahiy destroy every principle of life 
and vigour, which, if we were blessed 
in each otheifs society, should spring up 
in perpetual tokens of gratitude and 
k)ve. I would tell her," said Henry, 
with Increasing animation), when he was 
interrupted txy Cedly 

^* Forbear this delusive strain," she 
wdd, ** deceive not yourself thus with 
false and unreasonable expectations-^ 
fesignation is our only duty; for us, 

hope 




musf commence in death. Grievoii^ fi^d 
49«W9)oimt9)l^a 3i>b$laql^$ for ewr part 
m h^fOii i£ a mkwte w«e wqifisj^A in 
<«ir &¥Qwr^ ^nd the g^od oovmtos^ Qm* 
>mee4 our kiteve^to, thwk you. tbfffc nojr 
iMtbef w^uM 9U^^r m^e^d^^ to li9 ippi* 
fD^dd, wd nat 9g%A ^isert the i^lms^ 
loifti^ad? woiild; lii^» «fW pw^ng hi$ 
9mrd to ti^er oai^^ rafi^ ifii» tp be Wk 
^tiiCf'i^ bnde? Gould lady MiNfgffrft 
tr»tlie aueh « reqiias^^ or douM ^yw « 
king wxam&Si \%r 

=^06^ Qjb^ <rf yowr «oul,*' ^(»d H^»y:» 
•* or you never co^ WQund nae thufc 
«(nild frmst^ate wery hope^ md draw 
e^ery obstad^ j^om ita dmad abod^ to 
Tob me of lijfe and h^i^piness. Yoii.9»$ 
ywr father'^ adveeatf^ ; you iipymJc Jiiig 

language^ 
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^g^i^ai^y assorts hifr dbdms) «id assume 

Oh I fot me not bear of dt^spair, tovment^ 
me not wit& bc^less endurance <^ evil^ 
&iit4spMk to me <^ coBsfort, tell me that 
ilie ao» of--— --<-'^ 

Here he looked afr tlbe tad j Catlieiine 
and stopped; his. secret Tmulkl bafve 
escaped him^ but her prasettoe cheeked 
his uttewice, and easfii^ his eyes to 
tile gii^iin^ he seeniedi, mi^ite of him- 
^e]f, to imbibe that lieep. soirow i/riiicb 
Ceeily bad idready expressed^ .and which 
hec seaatiments wane sa wett caloulated 
lpincvea$e. 

^ Unh^^y beings !** said lady Cathef 
rine, as she beheld l&eir gvie^ ^^ my 
heavt hieeds tor your miute^ sorrows, 
and vainly tries taheai tbenk Too truly 
tias^mj sistev tmeed the^twa decrees of 

fate: 
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£ite:: reproach her not then, Henry*-— do 
not aggravate her sufl^riogs ; but learn 
from her, however difficult the tasks to 
:iubmit to the wiU of Heaven.^' 

^Heaven cannot, shall not part Vi&\- 
exclaimed Henry ; " our vows arepledgei 
—our love etemaL Only tell me, Cecfly, 
that you wiU be mine, itnd 111 raise hea» 
^en and earth to m^dke you so^ 

CecUy l)ecame too much agitated to 
spe^ : she gently waved her hand in 
token of his dismissal 

-** Henry," rsaid lady Catherine, " this 
scene grows too psdnful for our dear Ce- 
cily to endure ; if you have any feeling 
far her tarouble^ for pity ' s sake ^retire;'' . 

^* You know not what you ask," said 
he — ^.my lif<^ my hope, my comfort is 
centered in her presence ; urge not then 
iJuch .crud sacrifice. CeeUy, iny- Ibvef 

speak 
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Speak to me-^let me <>nce more hear th^ 
Toioe of my beloved.* 

'Cecily spake not, but she arose ; her 
intention was to cross the room and at-*^ 
tain the door, at once by her own escape 
to ^eiid this agonizing conflict : but her 
whole strength was e^ausrted in the 
effort she made to rise; her trembling 
feet refused to support her, and she! 
would have feUen to the ground, had 
not Henry caught her. As he held the 
lifeless burden in his iffms, he wept, and 
nothing at this moment but the recollec- 
tion of the precious burden he supported 
could have lent him vigour for the task, 
so &ltering and so nerveless was his 

# 

frame. 

Ijady Catheiine^s care by islow degrees 
revived her sister. — ^^ See to what a state 
you have redueed our lovely sufferer,"* 

yoi.. II. L said 
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1ier-of sensation, an^ii^ jg^i t^«(CCHW^<} 

. <i;B^tii«9^ >KPU^ I d^lfspy; 199 liK^ .4^ 

fiWjew^r ii5^m h^K Igjv^ftd ^ s^[l^ th«it l# 
^gtt^j^ of such cruelty," saj<l;t^e*. •* ^mik 
^ ipomeiit m^f, 1% sl^iijl n^-ij^t^j^ 

f^jjyplftjntV) Wy.yfifif:^. s^»Ht>e, s^ti; «94 
lliJpyjHsay-fn, rewa^:4(I»y^:6j#€u^5fWfg,,%f 

and as her colour began to levixe* he 

djaiw^JI^^A9?WC^»iQh«UU |dM»d(^]i£iL in 
t)M;a^i!Pf^^ b^^tec^ tj^kBdtLhy.hcf 

^^ <H)4v1Mk bf)i b«Bd>.iiu.hia M 

Imgth 



4bll upbti H^i^. In WiAi Mditteht %^ 
'^ 1^ k^ tkfie in hii tfrih^, M ■^. 

%iia%iR^ ah ^fi^bt u{»dn tMly, <tluft (ihb 

"wVSk %h« ii^^ of ^<^ft^n td»i^ed Ws 
sense of misery ; and teiHeiikh^fih^ imW 
4^ ^lii Wl«Mtt i(he %ltl jliilt.^p^a'tecl, 
Mi^W ft^ i^t^u^VM fts «rdel s^^i 

tx)k!v w!Mt« ill odnsidl&lfbh vns Vi&n ', but 
(%e «bdedv6iiiM by kind sy^^^y tb 
^ootli send <g^ bieiir sistei^^ distil. Bite 
ttrgtid b«t hot to di^sd&nd, MMig tBl It 
WbuM be Ml^ibte feir hiif io ettcbtiJi^r 

L 2- the 




.the presence of Henry amidst the family 
^circle, without betraying in some degree 
her strong emotion* Diiring the re- 
mainder of the day, therefwe/ sfee con- 
fined herself to her own apartment^ and 
.was alternately comforted by ^tibie eon- 
versation of lady Maigaret^fitthe]^ An- 
.selm, her mother and sister ^ but it was 
,in the presence of the Jatteroidy she. felt 
any thing like consolatiw ; to her she 
. could talk of Henry, to her she eould 
^unbosom her grirfs. , . 

Heniy sufficiently mastered hjs feel- 
ings .to appear at the dinner-table, and 
. to answer any question that was put to 
him ; but it was sufficiently apparent to 
^ all that he was considerably disordered, 
, and lady Margaret was alarm^. at the 
strong symptoms of indisposition he 
ey inced. His flushed countenance bore 

evident 
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evident marks of fever, and this unustial 

colour was oflen succeeded by a deadly 

•paleness ; if he moved across the room, 

he tdttered; and when he spoke, it was 

witli difficulty he collected his thoughts. 

I ** Henry^" said his kind and royal be- 

nefaetress^ ** I have ever been a success- 

tfiil nurse, and with the baron's permis- 

'ticm Twill take you away from Castle 

: Owen this evening. Make ho excuse*— 

yoa must return with me " 

Henry weighed the misery of his de- 
parture with its propriety, and not suf- 
fering himself to consult his own feel- 
ings, he saw what a sense of duty de- 
manded, and he determined to obey its 
impulse. With a firm voice he thanked 
his royal patroness for her kindness, and 
acquiesced in her proposal. 

Lady Margaret jsyas biit too correct in 

her 
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9ber conjeotttnes. ForltaMy Aqr« his lew 
iHioretised, {Etnd baffled tlietdkiHt)f those 
in attendance arbuml hixA. At length 
tbe iftrengtfa o£ hk ^r^fii fnikid ^tftd tibl^ 
reidaedies fM^feoibed f)i«dclt«ied \he itl^ 
piett eflect^>^tfae ^mp%6ifis iinMi^ 'an^ 
debility and dgeotkm tiloA^ «iiimiied» 
Tbese sad ^ffieets kio skiU «ould remove, 
trfailit be Was tonneBted Ivith tfae^dieaii* 
fui oonviction ^t C3eo37 wbb ptepaxibg 
to complete a MCiifibe wbidk tto buiwn 
ffewet could avert 
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